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The Costs at Government House 



UNDER FIVE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATORS, GOVERNMENT HOUSE EXPENSES 
AVERAGED $19 A DAY. HOW MUCH LAST YEAR? WHOO-EEE! 

READ PAGE 3 


Great Ideas for Norfolk 


CANBERRA’S TOP PLANNER BLOWS THE DUST OFF COUNCIL’S THINKING. 
HE SUGGESTS USING KINGSTON MORE, SMALLER SUBDIVISIONS, OPENING 
UP MOUNT PITT, A HOTEL ON POINT HUNTER AND MUCH MORE. 

READ PAGE 5 


Island’s Airline Cleared 


A SHAREHOLDER SQUABBLE ENDS WITH A PUNGENT, OUTSPOKEN REPORT 
FROM A GOVERNMENT INVESTIGATOR, TELLING DISSIDENTS TO COOL OFF. 

READ PAGE 9 


Five Clues to Norfolk 


A SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS - TO HELP THEM UNDERSTAND SOME 
BASIC FACTS ABOUT WHAT THE ISLAND IS REALLY LIKE UNDER THE SURFACE. 

READ PAGE 29 


■Colonisation at Last? 

A DRAFT AUSTRALIAN LAW FOR NORFOLK’S FUTURE FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
IS DUE ANY DAY. WILL IT BE THE REAL THING OR WILL WE STAY A COLONY? 

READ THE NEWS EDITORIAL ON PAGE 34 


PLUS: 


ANSON BAY HOTEL CONTROVERSY CONTINUES.. .NORFOLK COIN ISSUE GETS STALLED 
IN CANBERRA...TORRENS TITLE ON AGAIN.. .ARTIST’S CONCEPTION OF NORFOLK’S 
MAYBE-FUTURE JET AIRLINER...ISSUES ON LORD HOWE...CONVERSATION WITH TWO 
OLD -TIMERS... "IN BOND"... GOOD RECIPES.,, "ISLAND HOUSEWIFE:*.. SOCIAL NEWS 
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ASK FOR OUR LOW PRICE ON 


n RADIOS -- CASSETTES 

POPULAR BRANDS 

JVC NIVICO SANYO • A K AI 

□ HI - FI^EQUIPj^ENT 

COMPLETE RANGE 

JVC NIVICO A KAI SANYO 

□ WATCHES 

GUARANTEED SWISS MAKES 
NIVADA AQUASTAR 
FOR SPORT OR LEISURE WEAR 

□ APPLI A NCES 

FAMOUS AND GUARANTEED 
GENERAL ELECTRIC BREVILLE 

□ TYPEW RITERS 

RANGE OF PORTABLES OR 
OFFICE MACHINES by BROTHER 

□ JEWELLER Y 

GOLD & SILVER CHAINS 
AND BRACELETS 

| |SPO R TING EQUIPMENT 

LARGEST RANGE OF ALL TYPES 
OF GEAR ON NORFOLK 

f~| DIVING GEAR 

LARGEST RANGE ON NORFOLK - 
EVERYTHING FOR THE PRO- 
FESSION A L OR SPORT DIVER 


□ RECORDS AN?_CA_S_S_E_T_TES 
FULL RANGE - LATEST RELEASES 

□ FISH ING GEAR 

CATERING FOR THE MOST DISCERNING 
FISHERMEN - PENN & MITCHELL REELS 

□ FIREARMS & AM MUNITIO N 

THE ONLY RETAILER OF FIREARMS 
STILL IN BUSINESS 

□ NOV ELTIES & GIFTS 

BLOW - UP TOYS MINIATURE RADIOS 

□ CIG ARETT E LIG HTERS 

FAMOUS BYRON & SAROME GAS & 

ELECTRIC LIGHTERS FOR HIM OR HER 

□ SUED E & LEATHE R C OATS 

QUALITY LEATHER & SUEDE JACKETS - 
GOOD SELECTION OF STYLES & COLOURS 

[~~| NAVIGAT IONAL EQ UIPM ENT 

FAMOUS MARLIN DEPTH & ECHO SOUNDERS 

□ li N OCU LARS 

POPULAR ZEISS TYPE IN THREE POWERS 

| | GLOME SH FASHION ACCESSORIES 

EVENING BAGS. PURSES, KEY CASES 

□ CALCULATORS 

MINI & OFFICE CALCULATORS 
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LAST ISSUE we questioned the level 
of airfares charged by East-West be¬ 
tween Norfolk and Sydney, as com¬ 
pared with its special fare between 
Sydney and Hobart. 

Bruce Teague, East-West's market¬ 
ing manager, answered the question 
with a thoughtful and detailed let¬ 
ter which appears later in* this issue. 
He said that The News's calculator 
was wrong. We bought a new cal¬ 
culator and his figures check out. 

We would be glad to have equal¬ 
ly straight and informative answers 
on a couple of other matters that 
came to light in the publication of 
detailed 1977/78 accounts for the 
Norfolk Administration last month. 


THE ASTRONOMICAL price Nor¬ 
folk pays for electricity is one of 
these matters. It is currently 17c. 
a kilowatt hour. 

In 1977/78 the Electricity Under¬ 
taking had sales and meter rentals 
of $479,283/ It made a profit for 
the year of $88,268, or about 18^. 

The Electricity Undertaking ought 
to break even, as a community ser¬ 
vice. 

If it had charged 14# a unit all 
through 1977/78, it would have 
made a slight profit. 

Is there any reason the price 
shouldn't be reviewed, and moved 
back down if possible? 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE expenses, 
which are paid out of the Island's 
general revenue, also raise some 
questions. 

The expenses don't cover reno¬ 
vations or any capital costs. They 
include the wages of servants, var¬ 
ious "supplies” for the establish¬ 
ment, and certain other costs that 
make the place comfortable and 
tidy for the occupants and official 
visitors. The expenses are quite 
separate from the Administrator's 
tax-free salary and entertaining al¬ 
lowance. ' 

In 1964/65, when Maj. -Gen. 
Wordsworth was Administrator, Gov¬ 
ernment House expenses were about 
$5400, or about $14. 50 a day, year- 


around. 

During Mr. Nott’s Administrator - 
ship, in 1965/66, expenses were 
$6800, or about $18. 60 a day. 

Mr. Marsh followed, occupying 
Government House for three years, 
in which expenses were $6700, $7000. 
and $7400 - an average of $19. 30 a 
day. 

During Air Cdre. Dalkin's four 
years the expense was $7500, $8500, 
$5700 and $6500, or an average of 
the same $19. 30 a day. 

House expenses during Air Cdre. 
Pickerd’s three-plus years were $6700, 
$7000 (the year the Queen visited) 
and $8500. Inflation was beginning 
to show, and Government House was 
looking better. The average during 
his tenure was $20.30 a day. 

The year 1975/76 was something 
of a puzzler. Potts Buffett, acting 
as Administrator, did not even live 
in Government House for his nine 
months of office, but for some rea¬ 
son expenses jumped up to $12, 600 - 
a record-breaking $34. 50 a day, on 
the average. 

Mr. O'Leary became Administrator 
in September of the 1976/77 year. 
Government House expenses that 
year soared to $23, 700, or nearly 
$65 a day. 

The 1977/78 figures, just released, 
show what Government house expenses 
Mr. O'Leary charged up during his 
second year of occupancy. 

Would you believe five times as 
much as any previous regular Ad¬ 
ministrator averaged? 

Would you believe $36, 652? 

Would you believe $100. 41 for 
every day in the year? 


TIME FOR SOME RECOGNITION, 
APPLAUSE AND REAL SUPPORT 

IN THREE SHORT YEARS, Norfolk 
Island Airlines has made remarkable 


achievements. 

It has opened up useful, valuable 
links between Norfolk, Brisbane and 
Lord Howe Island. 

It was first to introduce prop-jet, 
pressurised aircraft and world-class 
navigation computers to regular Nor¬ 
folk Island service. 

Its good-looking, beautifully main¬ 
tained KingAir planes have run like 
clockwork, presenting a fine image 
of Norfolk Island itself, and adding 
something unusual and enjoyable to 
the holidays of people who fly in 
them. 

A solid (but controlled) level of 
tourism is the economic lifeline of 
the Island. It allows Norfolk's pub¬ 
lic finances and most private busi¬ 
nesses to stay in the black, and that 
fact is one key to Norfolk's being able 
to claim a right to local self-govern¬ 
ment. 

Tourism here has held up extreme¬ 
ly well despite recession conditions in 
Australia. This has not happened 
simply because Norfolk is a peaceful, 
lovely, historic Island; it has been 
because Norfolk Island Airlines had 
the drive and the imagination to open 
up a whole new market for us three 
years ago. In the 12 months ended 
June 30th, 2285 people came here 
direct from Brisbane. Without them, 
tourism and public finances would 
both have suffered. 

This admirable operation - our 
own airline - has now reached a 
crucial stage of its development. 

With a limited amount of share capi¬ 
tal, all of it invested by Norfolk resi¬ 
dents, it has done an amazing amount 
but more capital is needed. 

The past year has been a difficult 
one for the airline, made worse by a 
regrettable dog-fight with a few share¬ 
holders. This disruption has now been 
resolved by an official inquiry made 
by the Commonwealth, which ex¬ 
amined the complaints and in effect 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 

Y* Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables"MisterChristian”! 
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Alfa Romeo# 



Alfetta GT16 
Alfetta GTV2000 


The Alfetta coupe versions (Alfetta GT 
1.6, 1570 cc and Alfetta GTV 2000, 
1962 cc) are cars of outstanding 
sports car characteristics, intended 
for a public seeking lively response 
coupled with careful attention to me¬ 
chanical design, safety equipment, 


low fuel consumption, high comfort 
and lasting quality. The engine, me¬ 
chanical parts and bodywork of the 
Alfetta coupe are all constructed to 
last. Its sturdiness derives from its 
design perfection and the quality of 
the materials used. 



Thfe Alfetta 2000 has all the features which make 
it the symbol of a new concept in motor cars. 
It is a high quality vehicle providing levels of 
safety, reliability, strength and comfort which 
meet all the demands of the most exacting dri¬ 
ver; yet it is an economical vehicle, both by the 


more normal standards of economy (fuel con¬ 
sumption) and by those factors of long life, low 
maintenance costs, modern mechanical design 
and style which characterise a sound invest¬ 
ment. 


ARRANGE FOR TEST DRIVE TODAY UNDER NO OBLIGATION 



DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 



Proprietor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 

















Revolutionary, Fresh Ideas 
for Island’s Zoning, Planning 


told the complainers to shut up and 
stop making trouble. 

The airline's directors, backed by 
the great majority of shareholders, 
are working like tigers to keep build- 
ing up passenger traffic, to win the 
rights to additional routes, and to 
find the best sources for the financial 
support that is necessary for continued 
growth. It is not unlike the foundation 
years of many airlines - "days of 
struggle and doubt, when our future 
existence often hung by a hair". That 
is what chairman Hudson Fysh wrote 
about Qantas in 1922. 

What can Norfolk do to help assure 
that Norfolk Island's airline goes on. 
to new strength? 

Plenty. 

As an Island we can bluntly ask 
Australia and New Zealand to help 
Norfolk Island Airlines in every way 
they legitimately can - giving them 
a full, fair and sympathetic hearing 
on applications for new routes, and 
giving them "a go" in any other way 
they can. 

As a holiday resort we can make 
visitors from Brisbane doubly wel¬ 
come, and encourage them to tell 
their friends about Norfolk. 

And as a community we can make 
it plain that the airline has our full¬ 
est support. It is the hardest thing 
in the world to get a real Norfolk 
Island gossip to stop rumour-monger - 
ing, but in this case gossips ought to 
be stood up and told that they aren't 
being clever: they are white-anting 
Norfolk Island itself. 

Norfolk's reputation is at stake. 

Our name is carried proudly on those 
aircraft. 

A very important chunk of our 
tourist economy and the Island's 
public finance is at stake. 

The good name of Australia it¬ 
self, as guardian of Norfolk, and 
the interests of New Zealand, as a 
nation concerned with the well-be¬ 
ing of Pacific islands, are involved. 

The continued success and growth 
of Norfolk Island Airlines is not 
merely desirable. It is a "must", 
for everyone who genuinely cares 
about the Island. 


THE CHAIRMAN of Australia's Na¬ 
tional Capital Development Com¬ 
mission, Mr. Anthony Powell, in¬ 
troduced a fresh, new world of de¬ 
velopment planning concepts for 
Norfolk at a meeting with the Island's 
Council on August 28th. 

After generations of having Norfolk 
policies arbitrarily laid down by Can¬ 
berra experts to conform with main¬ 
land concepts, Mr. Powell's com¬ 
ments and attitudes came like a drink 
of cool water to long-parched lips. 

Obviously briefed by Minister R.J. 
Ellicott, Mr. Powell gave the most 
convincing demonstration yet that 
Australia is genuine in its intention 
to end 81 years of colonial rule and 
let Norfolk govern its own local af¬ 
fairs again. 

Repeatedly Mr. Powell told Coun¬ 
cillors that they had to make up their 
own minds, with the community's 
help, what the residents of the Island 
want Norfolk to be like in the future - 
and then, if Council wanted it, pro¬ 
fessionals from Mr. Powell's N. C.D.C. 
staff might be able to help show how 
Council's policies could best be put 
into effect. 

Toward the end;of the meeting Ad¬ 
ministrator D.V. O'Leary said "Can 
I ask, Mr. Powell, when you've com¬ 
pleted your visit here would you be 
intending to write some sort of sur¬ 
vey report to the Minister that would 
be available to us also? You have 
that in mind?" 

Mr. Powell's answer shattered de¬ 
cades of tradition. "No I didn't, " 
he said. "I mean all I really was 
going to do was to come here and 
have a look to find out from you how 
you saw yourselves proceeding; to 
then say to the Minister when I re¬ 
turn that 1 thought there were some 
issues that 1 felt the Commission staff 
might be able to assist on: and then 
to do nothing until, through the De¬ 
partment of Home Affairs, there was 
a request that came forward that 


said 'We would like the Commission 
to provide some staff to help us*... 
it's quite important to us to be in¬ 
vited to come and help. ** 

Council's meeting with Mr. Powell 
was in closed session, but at the 
September 6th monthly meeting 
Councillors supported the idea of 
making the transcript public. 

Mr. Powell showed Council fresh 
ways of looking at development 
controls, but avoided making any 
direct recommendations. He said 
that firm, written conclusions by 
him would only cause people to say 
"Oh, that's just a know-all from 
the N.C.D.C. that was here for 
two days and thinks he knows the 
solutions to all the problems." 

But his approach to the Island's 
situation surprised and often delight¬ 
ed Council. 

Coldham Plan old hat 

• The Coldham Plan, never for¬ 
mally adopted but ordered by a 
previous Minister to be followed as 
the basic guide for Island planning, 
appears to strike Mr. Powell as old- 
fashioned and over-restrictive. 

He said dividing the Island Into 
zones for various separate kinds of 
land use - which is the essence of 
the Coldham Plan - seemed appro¬ 
priate for much larger regions than 
Norfolk Island. 

"Quite often because people are 
worried about whether they can 
solve what is essentially an architect¬ 
ural design problem, or a landscape 
design problem, they then seek a 
town-planning solution that says 
'let us locate those things somewhere 
else*, ** he said. 

"The Coldham Plan does not en¬ 
sure that you get good quality de¬ 
velopment, " he said. "All it does 
is tell you that you should locate 
certain classes of uses in certain 
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areas." 

,, Perfor«ance M rather 
than a rigid code 

• "Performance standards”, ra¬ 
ther than rigid building code require - 
meats* can upgrade the quality of 
new developments and allow great¬ 
er flexibility for residents. 

By "performance standards" Mr. 
Rowell said he meant such matters 
as assuring that there was adequate 
sunlight* privacy, and freedom from 
noise, as well as controlling develop¬ 
ment so as to manage the number of 
people and vehicles using an area. 

He said performance standards can 
be set out in a "planning manual" 
which gives the community and the 
Council practical guidelines that 
have been agreed on. 

Following performance standards 
allows "a greater mixture of uses 
than town planners have tended to 
favour in the past, H he said. 

"The Coldham Plan is an approach 
that says ‘avoid conflicts by segre¬ 
gating uses out* and my feeling 
would be that in a community as 
small as this you could probably 
move to the notion of mixed-use 
zones. But they depend on the right 
kind of performance standards. You 
really have to work them out. Pro¬ 
fessionals can assist you, but by and 
large Council itself has to work out 
jrtiat it wants." 

Jracre blocks not bad 

• The reasons for following the 
Coldham Plan restrictions on sub¬ 
division sizes were questioned by 
Mr. Powell. 

Councillors mentioned two of the 
reasons - preventing land specula¬ 
tors from cutting the Island into tiny 
suburban blocks, and preserving the 
Island's rural appearance. 

Mr. Powell said that if Norfolk 
continues to control immigration, 
and limits the size of the total popu¬ 
lation, very little further subdivision 
would actually be needed. 

To eliminate speculative subdivid¬ 
ing, he suggested that Council think 
about a system of granting subdivision 
approval only on the condition that a 
home is actually built on the new 
block within a year or so - with the 
subdivision approval lapsing unless 
the block is actually needed and 
used. 

But where new homes actually are 
needed and built, he suggested that 
quite small blocks could be accept¬ 
able, providing good "performance 
standards" were observed. 


"If you are not concerned to pro¬ 
tect agricultural land as such," he 
said - and much "rural" land on 
Norfolk is not suitable for agricul¬ 
ture - "in a rural zone the minimum 
size might go down to as small as 
half an acre. 

"There may be circumstances in 
which a half-acre subdivision might 
be quite appropriate - it might be 
on the end of a prominotory, and 
all around it are steep valleys. 

"Council should have some dis¬ 
cretion to make judgement in re¬ 
lation to individual cases rather 
than be bound by cast-iron rules. " 

Fixing Burnt Pine 

#The Burnt Pine shopping area 
seems to Mr. Powell to have "very 
great potential for progressively de¬ 
veloping and improving". This 
might be done partly by increasing 
its concentration of activities, and 
providing some open, plaza-like 
spaces. 

"I don't think it would take a lot 
of money, " he said. "I think it is a 
question of controlling the colour of 
building facades... the paving of 
certain spaces, the planting of trees, 
the use of street 'furniture' and 
lighting." 

People help Kingston 

• The Kingston area benefits, ra¬ 
ther than being harmed, as a result 
of being used for current Island and 
tourist purposes, Mr. Powell said. 

"When I look at the Paradise Hotel, 
it does not worry me very much as 
a town planner that it is where it is. 

It seems to me it makes a lot of 
sense to have hotel accommodation 
that is near the golf course and the 
beach and the historical precinct 
that people are coming to this Isl¬ 
and to see. 

"Obviously I cannot.express ad¬ 
miration for the architecture of the 
Paradise Hotel but 1 don't have any 
difficulty as a town planner that 
there is a hotel on that location. ” 

He said that it seemed to him 
that Point Hunter could be a poss¬ 
ible alternate hotel site, if Council 
wants the Paradise removed. A ho¬ 
tel built on Point Hunter, if designed 
as a low-rise structure, he said 
"would I think be probably quite un¬ 
obtrusive. 

"The instinct quite often is to take 
historic areas and be highly protective 
about them, and therefore keep other 
related tourist activities away," he 
said, but pointed out tharhe thought 
the unique thing Norfolk has to offer 


is "a historical precinct that is in use. " 

Open up Mount Pitt 

•The Mt, Pitt Reserve area, in 
Mr. Powell's impression, ought to be 
opened up for better tourist enjoyment - 
"certainly more than just being able 
to stand on the top of Mt. Pitt and 
look at it, " he said. 

"In an Island as small as this," he 
said, "it seems to me that you can¬ 
not afford to insulate and isolate an 
area for what might be some quite 
esoteric scientific purpose unless that 
can be done in such a way that it en¬ 
hances the lives of the people who 
live here. 

Mt. Pitt's "conservation and man¬ 
agement must in some way support 
the economy of this community, " he 
said. 

"There will be people who will look 
at an area like that and have a very 
clear conservation viewpoint, and 
won't understand that for a commun¬ 
ity that has so few natural resources, 

Mt. Pitt could be looked at in a more 
positive way, and be just as much a 
tourist attraction as a historic pre¬ 
cinct. But it cannot be a tourist at¬ 
traction unless tourists are able to be 
drawn into it and have the experience 
of it." 

New hotel, big costs 

• A major new hotel will create 
substantial costs for the Island, and 
these ought to be examined carefully 
in advance, Mr. Powell said. 

He said that as an initial impres¬ 
sion he could not quite see why An¬ 
son Bay was a particularly good lo¬ 
cation for a hotel. "The great dan¬ 
ger with many resort hotels that are 
established on isolated locations is 
that they tend to gather unto them¬ 
selves not only hotel accommoda¬ 
tion but various forms of retail ac¬ 
commodation. " 

He said "It seems to me that if 
you had that form of development 
then you would be getting only a 
small proportion of the benefits that 
are potentially available in any form 
of hotel development." 

"There has been hardly any refer¬ 
ence at all to the liabilities that 
the Norfolk Island Council will in¬ 
cur if someone builds a 150 room ho¬ 
tel here. The impact of that on 
your resources will be enormous. 

"I am not saying you should not 
do it, but you should be aware that 
there are very important implica¬ 
tions to you, as the developer is not 
telling you in his feasibility study." 

Mr. Powell said that a large hotel 
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development '‘competes in an over¬ 
whelming fashion with the existing 
tourist facilities that are here. 

"If those proprietors cannot afford 
to upgrade and they don’t get the 
benefits of large-scale tourist de¬ 
velopment, then the Council has a 
problem, because the existing in¬ 
terests say to you, as a Council, 

'You have not protected our interest' - 
and that is another complication. H 

Snail flats? Why not? 

• Small tourist flats, attached to 
homes, aren’t necessarily a bad thing 


at all, in Mr. Powell’s view. 

Such flats have been contrary to 
the Coldham Plan and have been 
consistently rejected by the Building 
Board when owners have applied for 
permission to build them. They have 
been considered as contrary to the 
Coldham Plan because it calls for 
all "commercial" buildings to be in 
the central commercial zone. 

Mr. Powell said he did not regard 
tourist flats as "commercial" build¬ 
ings, in a town-planning sense, but 
as "high-density residential". 

Cr. MacKenzie said the Council 
felt something had to be done to 


DIFFERING IDEAS ON KINGSTON TOURISTS 


CANBERRA’S TOP PLANNER THINKS TOURISTS OUGHT TO BE ABLE TO STOP 
FOR A PIE WHILE EXPLORING THE OLD SETTLEMENT -- BUT NORFOLK'S AD¬ 
MINISTRATOR IS WORKING ON A NEW LAW WITH "GOOD-SIZED TEETH" TO 
GET RID OF "THE STRAYING TOURIST". 


EXCERPT FROM Council’s discussion 
with Mr. Anthony Powell: 

Administrator: "... 1 don’t think 
the Council is too interested in hav¬ 
ing pie stalls scattered all over the 
Common.. .I’m sure that's not the 
kind of development that you would 
have in mind... ” 

Dr. McMichael (Secretary, Depart¬ 
ment of Home Affairs): "You prob¬ 
ably do need some place to eat here, 
don't you?" ^ 

Mr. Powell: "1 was going to say that 
I wouldn’t want pie stalls all over 
the place, but you have got to have 
some. ” 

Dr. McMichael: "Don’t look so wor¬ 
ried, Mr. Administrator." 

Mr. Powell: "You could have the 
pie concession, and that would sort 
of supplement your house income. 

A very good example of how that is 
being done — ” 

Administrator: "I don't think they 
are used to pies here. " 

Mr. Powell: "There’s a very good 
example at Ballarat, Emerald Hill -- 
there must be some scope for either 
a restaurant or pie shop or something. 
Dr. McMichael: ’Tea and scones. ” 
Mr. Powell: "Well, all right, but 
there must be some scope to allow 
people to not just drive here in a 
motor car and look at it and go away, 
but to actually spend some time 
here. ” 

Administrator: "We've got a liquor 
bond downstairs. You can spend to 
your heart’s content down there. ” 

Mr. Powell: . .1 don't see why 

you shouldn't allow some commer¬ 
cial uses to be made of some of 
these buildings... I will show you 
a slide of the Lanyon homestead... " 


(where outbuildings are used to 
serve tea and scones). 

Administrator: 'T've been to Lan¬ 
yon and I've been to Emerald Hill. 

I see these places as quite different. ” 
Mr. Powell: "It_is_quite different, but 
you do have to provide for tourists, 
once they get into the area. You 
can't say, ’well, because it's... •” 

Dr. McMichael; ’Well perhaps, of 
course, if the Paradise Hotel or some 
other hotel site were developed, we 
might offer --" 

Administrator: "Right. We settle 
for that. They can sell pies. " 

(The discussion then turned to whether 
there is some logical progression by 
which visitors walk through Kingston, 
and understand the ruins better.) 
Administrator: "We have been talk¬ 
ing recently of the need for a Tourist 
Ordinance, and this is a very far- 
reaching affair. I would hope that 
this would come into being before 
too long, and that the Tourist Board - 
which largely comprises voluntary 
efforts - would (to iise your expres¬ 
sion, Cr. Blucher) develop some real¬ 
ly good-sized teeth... 

"Having been to a few of these 
places that you have mentioned, 
there is a need to get rid of the stray¬ 
ing tourist. 

"They may prefer to come back 
and stray, but they ought to be en¬ 
couraged first of all to undertake, 
as you call it, a processional arrange¬ 
ment or two. 1 can imagine at least 
two, maybe more, each occupying 
not less than two hours, going; through 
areas down here. \ ; 

"But I would like to see it properly 
controlled by the Tourist Board. *' 


stop illegal building of flats and 
houses. "Most people accept what 
Norfolk is, " he said, "but you have 
the smart cookie who comes along 
and sees a way of making a dollar 
and puts a flat under his house and 
leases it out to a tourist. " 

Mr. Powell said "Is that a bad 
thing? You have to go on, and say 
'does that have an adverse impact?’ 
because maybe it does not matter." 

Cr. MacKenzie said Council was 
worried about tourist beds, and Cr. 
Blucher said "It would reflect back 
on the rest of the community." 

Mr. Powell replied that "If he 
builds a flat and it enhances the 
architecture, it improves the econo¬ 
my because it makes good accom¬ 
modation available to tourists, and 
it is maybe more flexible accom¬ 
modation. 

T would not have a policy against 
flats per se, " he added, saying that 
there should, however, be policies 
on where they should not be allowed, 
and "building or design controls" on 
how they w»ere built. 

"I would not just say, 'we should 
not have any subsidiary flats be¬ 
cause we don't want people to make 
a profit out of it. ’ 

"It seems to me this whole Island, 
in a way, is engaged in the tourist 
industry in some form or other." 

"be intelligent, 1n- 
forned, sympathetic" 

•More flexible development con¬ 
trols might cause problems, some 
Councillors felt, because people 
would feel they ought to be allowed 
to do anything another person had 
been allowed to do. 

Mr. Powell said Council would 
need to work out very clearly what 
principles should be followed in Nor¬ 
folk’s development, and that if these 
principles were clear, people could 
be shown why one project was accept¬ 
able and another similar-seeming one 
was unacceptable. 

He said he thought it would take 
Council perhaps five years or so to 
learn how to apply such principles 
skilfully, and that in the early days 
Council might have to rely on Ordin¬ 
ances and codes that were stricter 
than they could become later on. 

Tn a community as small as this," 
he said, "ideally you should be in a 
position to make judgments or de¬ 
cisions as a Council on the merits 
of the particular case, and you should 
be able to be intelligent and inform¬ 
ed and sympathetic about everything 
that comes before you. " 
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A GREAT IDEA FOR NORFOLK DISAPPEARS IN THE CANBERRA FOG - 


79 Coin Issue Lost by Delay 


A PROPOSAL that Norfolk have an 
issue of its own coins, which was 
unanimously supported by Council 
and favourably commented on by the 
Administrator in July, looks as if it 
will get neither Australian approval 
or disapproval - but just be left to 
dangle. 

A request that the Australian Treas¬ 
ury approve the proposal brought a re¬ 
ply that didn't say yes and didn't 
say no, and said it might be some 
time before the question could be 
dealt with. 

Although the wording of the reply 
was not disclosed by the Administra¬ 
tor, he told Council in September 
that it did not give much hope. 

He said he believed the Island 
might be able to issue a "commem¬ 
orative medallion" on the occasion 
of the setting-up of the Legislative 
Assembly next year, but Councillors 
didn't show any enthusiasm for the 
substitute idea. 

The coin proposal originated with 
resident Ken Cochrane, who was in¬ 
volved in the international coin mar¬ 
ket for* some years before moving to 
Norfolk. 

He said it would not be optimistic 
to expect that the issuance of coins 
could net the Island $250, 000 a year. 

He cited examples of two other 
Australian territories where coins had 
been issued. Papua New Guinea had 
its own coinage in five different 
years before and just after World War 
II, and John Clunies-Ross had a 
Swiss mint produce a coinage issue 
for the Cocos Islands last year with¬ 
out even asking Australia's agree¬ 
ment. 

Tristan de Cunha, a British colony, 


with 200 population, and the Tokelau 
Islands, a New Zealand colony with 
about 1500 population, both have 
their own distinctive coins. 

But for reasons not disclosed, Aust¬ 
ralia is not ready to accept Council’s 
advice that it would be helpful and 
constructive for Norfolk to do the 
same. 


TORRENS TITLE is in the wind again, 
after years of debate and several 
false alarms that Australia was about 
to impose the new land-title system 
here. 

Government surveyors have recent¬ 
ly been on the Island tidying up s 
loose ends and making sure that land 
records are in order ready for a 
change-over. 

The subject has created hot argu¬ 
ments in the past. 

Complete support for the Torrens 
system has come from Government 
officials, solicitors, estate agents, 
legal advisers and curators of de¬ 
ceased estates. They say that some 
land titles on the Island are hopeless¬ 
ly tangled, and that families who be¬ 
lieve they own such land now could 
find themselves in for a shock if 
their titles should be challenged in 
court. They also say that the trans¬ 
fer of land from a seller to a new 
owner would be cheaper, simpler 
and surer under Torrens, which does 
away with title searches and simply 
records the name of the current own¬ 
er in official files. 

Knowiftg that there is considerable 
resistance on the Island to the Tor¬ 



SUVA - AUG.27 - SEPT. 8, 1979 

2,000 COMPETITORS FROM 
SOUTH PACIFIC ISLANDS 


rens system, those favouring it 
have tried to drop the name "Tor¬ 
rens" and have referred instead to 
a "Guaranteed Land Title" system - 
which they say is an accurate and 
fairer description. 

Opposition to any change is part¬ 
icularly strong among Islanders 
who still hold original land-grant 
deeds issued in Queen Victoria's 
name. They guard the documents 
as being their mosi previous pos¬ 
sessions, apart from the land itself. 

These original deeds say that the 
person granted the land, and his 
heirs and assigns, shall hold the 
land "forever" in return for a ren¬ 
tal, payable to the Queen, of 
"a peppercorn a year if demand¬ 
ed". 

A well-regarded Sydney barris¬ 
ter, after checking with a friend 
in Canberra some years ago, ad¬ 
vised people holding original land 
grants that a clear title under one 
of the grants was much more solid 
than a Torrens title for an owner 
who wanted to hold onto his land 
without any interference. 

But he did not comment on the 
serious problems that can threaten 


TORRENS TITLE ON AGAIN 


NORFOLK ISLAND. 

April 6 1788. 

ORDERS. 

LIEETTENAtTT KING 

BEAUTIFULLY* REPRODUCED COPIES OF THE TEXT OF THIS HISTORIC PROCLAMATION, ON FINE 
PARCHMENT PAPER WITH SEALING-WAX SEAL - ON SALE AT NORFOLK SOUVENIRS NOW, JUST $5 
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COMMONWEALTH INVESTIGATOR STUDIES COMPLAINTS BY NORFOLK AIR¬ 
LINES SHAREHOLDERS AND SAYS "WITHDRAW GRACEFULLY TO SIDELINES." 

REPORT CLEARS N.I.A. 


people who occupy land for which 
the old-system title is not clear. 

A change to Torrens would elimin¬ 
ate any challenges to the owner¬ 
ship of such land. "Maybe some¬ 
one has to suffer a personal catas¬ 
trophe before others realise that 
Torrens is a better system,’’ says 
one supporter of change. 

Heritage Commission 
Backs Off N.l. Claim 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL Heritage 
Commission has abandoned a propo¬ 
sal that all of Norfolk Island should 
be listed as part of ’’Australia’s Na¬ 
tional Estate" under the National Heri¬ 
tage Act. 

Dr. David McMichael, permanent 
head of the Department of Home Af¬ 
fairs, informed Council on his recent 
visit that the new proposal was that 
only Kingston, the St. Barnabas Cha¬ 
pel, Mt. Pitt "and so forth’* would 
be earmarked as part of Australia's 
National Estate. 

He said Mr. David Yencken, chair¬ 
man of the Heritage Commission, 
would visit Norfolk this month, if a 
convenient time can be found. 

Mr. R. Walker of the Commission 
stirred a hornet’s nest on the Island 
last year when he let it be known - 
that it was planned to put all of Nor¬ 
folk under die Act. 

At that time Australian Govern¬ 
ment policy appeared to be to in¬ 
crease Canberra’s administrative 
control over the Island,. Inclusion 
of Norfolk in the National Estate would 
have required the administering De¬ 
partment to assure that no building or 
landscape changes would be allowed 
anywhere on the Island unless they 
met Heritage Commission require¬ 
ments. 

On the mainland the Commission 
has essentially only advisory rights 
wer buildings, with each State hold¬ 
ing legislative and executive authority 
in its own area. But all Common¬ 
wealth Departments are required to 
observe Commission standards, and 
if Norfolk were Departmentally-ad¬ 
ministered, the standards would have 
the effect of law here. 

The advent of the forthcoming 
Norfolk Island Assembly in mid-1979 
will presumably alter that situation, 
with the Assembly having legislative 
power over the alteration of buildings 
on the Island. If this proves to be so, 
the Assembly would have the same 
authority over buildings here that 
State governments have over build¬ 
ings in the States - and the Heritage 
Commission standards would be ad¬ 
visory here, as on the mainland. 


AN OFFICIAL REPORT on Norfolk 
Island Airlines last month examined 
nine cortiplaints lodged by a group 
of dissident shareholders, recom¬ 
mended that no further action was 
needed on any of these complaints, 
and said it was time to let the air¬ 
line’s board ’’get on with the job of 
running the company’’. 

Mr. Graham Hitchias, Mr. N.H. 
McIntyre and Mr. Gerald Goudie, 
shareholders in the Norfolk company, 
complained to Administrator D. V. 
O’Leary earlier this year about the 
board’s management of the airline. 
The Administrator arranged for an 
Australian Attorney-General’s De¬ 
partment inspector to investigate 
the situation. 

The 33-page report of the inspec¬ 
tor, Mr. C. L. Hermes, was sent 
to the dissidents and the board by 
the Administrator about the end of 
August. 

The airline’s board sent photo¬ 


copies of the full report to all share¬ 
holders. 

Following the ’’rather unedifying 
dog fight” between the dissident 
group and the board, which has 
plagued the airline for about a year, 
Mr. Hermes said that in the future 
if people who aspired to office in 
the airline could not bury their hos¬ 
tilities, “they will render their fellow 
Islanders a great service by withdraw¬ 
ing gracefully to the sidelines”. 

While the investigation found noth¬ 
ing warranting prosecution, Mr. Her¬ 
mes* report contains pungent, colour- 
fully-wrinen comments on a variety 
of airline and Island matters. 

#On Norfolk’s smallness: "The 
very size of Norfolk Island has been 
at tiie heart of the troubles that have 
afflicted the Company, ” he says, 
adding later that "If there had been 
other companies on the Island pro¬ 
viding the same business opportun¬ 
ities, chances are .this investigation 



THE STORY OF THE HISTORIC MELANESIAN MISSION - BASED ON NORFOLK 
FOR MANY YEARS - WHICH LEFT BEHIND THE LOVELY ST. BARNABAS CHA¬ 
PEL HERE. 

"A WONDERFUL EVENT FOR ANYONE WHO CARES ABOUT NORFOLK, ” THE 
NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS REVIEW SAID. ’’’MUST’ READING FOR EVERY INTEL¬ 
LIGENT RESIDENT, AND NORFOLK VISITORS WHO READ IT WILL FIND IT 
ADDS A NEW DIMENSION TO THEIR HOLIDAYS AND PUTS THEM ONE-UP 
ON MANY LOCALS.” 


The TRADING POST 
• BURNS PHILP 


• N.I. NEWS AGENCY 
NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 
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would probably never have taken 
place...*' 

•On Norfolk's grapevine: "Faction¬ 
alism is rife and gossip and rumour 
spread so quickly. M he observes, and V 
then continues with a perhaps unwitt¬ 
ing endorsement of the grapevine's 
accuracy - "that every move on the 
part of the Board was quickly known 
to the whole population and put un¬ 
der the searchlight of Island opinion. " 

•On Norfolk's style of active in¬ 
vestor participation: "The day to 
day business of a mainland company, 
by contrast, is conducted in relative 
privacy and the voices of dissidents 
are heard, if at all. only briefly 
at the Annual General Meeting." 

•On business activity by retired 
men: "Norfolk Island may be a 
place renowned for its bucolic charm 
but it is populated by a number of 
retired or semi-retired business men 
from many parts of the world some 
of whom still seem to hanker for the 
commercial involvement of yester¬ 
year. I hope I will not be thought 
unkind if I say that it is a pity that 
some of those who sought quiet and 
honourable retirement in Norfolk 
Island had not remained firm in their 
resolve to enjoy it. One cannot help 
gaining the impression that some saw 
this Company, small by mainland, 
standards but a giant in the Norfolk 
Island scene, as providing a suitable 
vehicle for diem to demonstrate that 
they had not lost their business touch. " 

•On Norfolk attitudes toward laws 
that seem unnecessary here. Mr. 
Hermes refers to "the attitude of 
mind that develops in a place like 
Norfolk Island about laws that seem 
to the residents to be irrelevant to 
local conditions. " He says "I hope 
that my investigation will help to 
make it clear that, for the future, 
that attitude will be unacceptable. " 

Mr. Hermes' report indicates that 
three laws may have been broken 
by the airline - one prohibiting the 
offer of shares to the public without 


a prospectus, one requiring the com¬ 
pany's office to be open at specified 
times, and one requiring that certain 
records always be kept at the office. 

He does not feel that any of?these 
possible breaches ought to be pros¬ 
ecuted, and in parts of his report is 
careful to describe them as "breach¬ 
es. .. that I believe have occurred" 
or to refer to "evidence that would, 
in my opinion, support charges for 
breaches..." 

On the question of offering the 
airline’s shares without a prospectus, 
Mr. Allen Owens, who was chairman 
at the time, maintained that pros¬ 
pective investors were approached 
privately, and that a prospectus is 
required only when shares offered to 
the public at large. Mr. Hermes 
confirms this exemption for private 
share offerings, but implies that he 
considers the offerings were in fact 
public. 

Of the nine complaints dealt with 
in the report, only one appears to 
have been regarded by Mr. Hermes 
as fully justified. This was Mr. 
Goudie's complaint about inconsi¬ 
derate treatment of him as a guaran¬ 
tor of a company loan. Mr. Hermes 
discusses this complaint at length and 
with sympathy. 

Selected comments of the Report 
on the nine complaints it describes: 

Maintenance provisions in the ac ¬ 

counts : "I cannot find any impro- 
priety on the part of the Board in 
this regard. " 

Financial projections for earl y 
1978: The Board was not dishonest. . . 
"they were not always as careful 
and hard-headed as they might have 
been." 

Aircraft sale-and-lease-back ar ¬ 
rangement: "I find no tiling amount¬ 
ing to misfeasance on the part of 
the Board". 

Inconsiderate treatment of Mr. 
Goudie:' The Chairman treated 

Mr. Goudie "rather loftily", the 
Board could have helped Mr. Gou¬ 


die if they had put their mind to it, 
and the situation must have been 
galling to Mr. Goudie. 

Contraventions of the law; Mr. 
Owens' belief that the share offer¬ 
ing was not a public one is a "no¬ 
vel theory" and "in my opinion 
there is absolutely no validity" in 
it. But "I would suggest that justice 
does not require that there should 
be prosecutions In respect of the 
breaches of the prospectus provisions 
that I believe have occurred. " 

Other breaches or irregularities; 

The shareholders' vote to defer pay- 
ment of a dividend, late in 1977, 
was invalid because it was contrary 
to the Company's Articles of Asso¬ 
ciation. When the mistake became 
known, the Company should simply 
have paid the dividend as quickly 
as possible. 

Office not attended, and all records 
not kept there; "There is no sugges¬ 

tion that any person was inconven¬ 
ienced or prejudiced in any way. " 

Payments to managing director: 

Salary of $100 per week paid to T 

Mrs. Jarvis for managing the office 
for about four months during 1977 
perhaps should have been shown as 
"a director's emolument" rather than 
as "wages and salaries" but "I do not 
consider this matter warrants further 
attention." 

Appointment of auditor and fi¬ 
nancial adviser: Mr. Allen's elec- 
tion was not invalid. "Not one 
tittle of evidence was taken before 
me that would select" - (reflect? - 
Ed.) - "on his professional integrity. " 

One generalised statement in 
Mr. Hermes* report led to a near- 
kerfuffle between the airline's board 
and the Administrator. 

Before reporting on any of the 
complaints he had been assigned to 
investigate, Mr. Hermes wrote "I 
preface what I say about these com¬ 
plaints by stating that, as a matter 
of law, ill-judged and even ruinous 
financial policies pursued by a Com- 


“HEY - LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES TONIGHT!” 


HO 





mm 



SCREENING LATEST- RELEASE FILMS EVERY NIGhT BUT TUESDAY - 8PM 
RING 2069 TO FIND WHAT'S ON TONIGHT - NO RESERVE SEATS SO BUY TICKETS AHEAD TO BE SURE 




mr* I 1 1 to "NEW YORK, NEW YORK" starring LisaMinelli --"ORCA” starring Richard Harris — L 

DIO MIlO "ANNIE HALL" starring Woody Allen-- "COUSIN, COUSINE", the saucy, smash-hit I 

Til »Q MHMTM French film -- "BATTLE OF MIDWAY" with all-star cast - the great "ABBA" - | 

I rl lO IVIvJIY I rl and "THE MAN IN THE IRON MASk" starring Richard Chamberlain. ■ 

"Large range of feature FILMS FOR HIRE - - New & 2nd-hand sound PROJECTORS - - Projector SERVICE, spares in stock 
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pany Board do not constitute an of¬ 
fence. " 

After having sent Mr. Hermes* re¬ 
port to the airline and to the dissi¬ 
dent group, the Administrator wrote 
that he had decided not to bring any 
prosecutions. "I must say, however," 
his letter went on, "that shareholders 
of the Company should be concerned 


to read that Mr. Hermes has referred 
to 'ill-judged and even ruinous fi¬ 
nancial policies by a Company 
Board...'" 

A week later he wrote again to 
"clarify any possibility of it being 
thought" that the airline’s board was 
being referred to. 


Hotel Promoter Won’t Talk 


MR. JOHN DYNON, the Solicitor 
who appears to be the principal pro¬ 
moter of a luxury hotel at Anson 
Bay, visited Norfolk last month, 
despite his August letter to Council 
saying that In future he would com¬ 
municate only directly with Norfolk’s 
responsible Minister. Hon. R.J. Elli- 
cott. 

He had a closed-doors meeting 
with Council, and the next morning 
spent almost three hours closeted 
with the Administrator. 

The editor of The News invited 


Mr. Dynon to talk about the hotel 
if he cared to. "The story is an im¬ 
portant one for people here, " the 
editor said, "and I am having some 
difficulty in giving it balanced cov¬ 
erage, because I haven't been able 
to talk with you. Is it possible that 
you could find ten minutes to talk 
about it before you leave?" 

Mr. Dynon replied: "No, I’m af¬ 
raid that won't be possible. I have 
no comment to make about the ho¬ 
tel at this stage. That is all I can 
say. " 



FUTURE PLANE 
FOR ISLAND? 

A NEW CANDIDATE as the airliner 
to replace Focker F-27s on Norfolk 
air services to Sydney and Auckland 
is the British Aerospace 146, a jet 
which is scheduled to start coming 
off a production line in about three 


years' time. 

Focker F-28 jets and the De Havi- 
land "Dash 7", a four-engined pro- 
pellor plane, have.been mentioned 
as possibilities for the service, but 
both have limitations that could af¬ 
fect fares. 

The 146 will carry about SO pas¬ 
sengers, will have a range pf some 
2400 km, and will be able to oper¬ 
ate from runways as short as 3'500 
feet. 
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Letters to the editor 


Tourist Board letter 
part of a jig-saw? 

RE; Tourist Board Appeal Letter 

1 wondered if the 8-member Tourist 
Board didn’t blush when they heard 
the amount which was raised for Play- 
Centre equipment. Our Island is re¬ 
nowned for its generosity; and with 
the right approach the Board could 
get the same help from us! 

Surely the Board could have call¬ 
ed a public meeting, to let the busi¬ 
ness houses know what they intended 
doing, instead of circulating a let¬ 
ter with the Administrator’s signat¬ 
ure assessing the amount payable by 
individuals. 

In^my cas^, this sort of appeal 
left me quite unresponsive to the 
appeal. 

In previous years, my donation 
of $50 or $100, plus commission of 
15 °jc on all meals sold through the 
Tourist Bureau, has been given in 
"true Island spirit". 

It seems like a jig-saw puzzle 
that this type of idea has been brought 
up at this vital stage, when the Nor¬ 
folk Island Assembly is being organ¬ 
ized. It could look mighty like as 
though we are unable to run our own 
financial problems, and must rely 
on "His Honor, the Administrator" 
to be signatory to the letter. 

In all good faith. 

ELY A YAGER 


East-West counents on 
Norfolk Island fares 

Your editorial in the September 
issue presents.* pretty fair question. 
Why do we appear to charge a rela¬ 
tively higher fare to Norfolk Island 
than to Hobart? 

Let's look at this in two parts. 

Firstly, your own calculator needs 
a little help. Coincidentally, we 
budget to sell 80$ of available seats 
on both of these routes. But to Ho¬ 
bart the aeroplane carries 52 seats 
and to Norfolk Island 36. I know we 
often carry more than 36 on specific 
days but over the year we can sell 
only 807c of 36 seats. So we are 
comparing 41. 6 passengers to Hobart 
tfith 28.8 to Norfolk Island, a dif- 
: erence of 44. 4% 

It is 1090 kilometres to Hobart 
and 1680 kilometres to Norfolk 


Island, a'further difference of 
54.17c. 

The total of these two factors 
would inflate the Hobart fare to 
$220. ‘Even then we still can’t 
compare it with the normal fare 
of $276 on the Norfolk Island route. 
After we allow for children and stu¬ 
dents (but none of the free tickets 
for agents who sell Norfolk Island) 
the true fare comes down to $254 
or'$34 more than for Hobart. 

Now to the second part of your 
question. Where does the extra 
$34 go? Here are the more easily 
explained areas; 

Our two Norfolk Island Fokker 
500's are the most expensive and 
the best fitted versions of this air¬ 
craft in the world. They contain 
fuel tanks, navigational and over- 
water safety equipment that is not 
only expensive but is also totally 
unusable on the rest of our network 
and these are not the aircraft that 
fly the Hobart route. We have 
five other Fokker 500's in addition 
to the two bought in our Norfolk 
Island configuration. 

Our Hobart route is operated by 
aircraft that are basically not re¬ 
quired for our normal airline ser¬ 
vices i. e. they run during off- 
peak periods after our normal 
scheduled service requirements 
have been satisfied. 

To Norfolk Island our in-flight 
food and beverage service costs $5 
more each way per passenger than 
the cup of tea the Hobart people 
receive. 

Airport handling costs are half 
as high again on the Norfolk Island 
route due to the "International'' 
nature of the service and other fac¬ 
tors. 

We pay agents on average 37c 
more commission because the Hobart 
$99 fare attracts only 57c commission 
while the Norfolk Island route has a 
high content of packaged holidays 
at 107 c commission. 

Overhead costs like administration, 
accounting, advertising, reservations, 
etc. are virtually halved on the Ho¬ 
bart route because of the simplified 
nature of the "Inclusive Tour Char¬ 
ter" operations. 

On the isolated occasions when 
we haven’t been able to land at 
Norfolk Island (and our good record 
here speaks for itself) it costs us 
from $5, 000 to $7, 000 to divert 
to Noumea or Auckland. In six 
years we have never had a diver¬ 
sion on the Hobart route. 


Every night we put up a crew at 
Norfolk Island and pay their meals 
and expenses. This does not hap¬ 
pen oh the Hobart route. 

Lastly - and this does not figure 
in our costings - Norfolk Islanders 
will know that we have always been 
concerned about the heavy and ex¬ 
pensive high peak - low trough na¬ 
ture of business on the Norfolk Island 
route. We took the initiative here 
and introduced peak and off-peak 
fares to try to balance the situation. 
During the recent winter we increased 
business by more than one third in 
the packaged holiday area - a result 
which will improve the lot of all 
concerned with tourism on Norfolk 
Island. 

Finally you mentioned we have 
no competitor on the Norfolk Island 
route. We accept what you say but 
we regard the real competition as 
being in the marketplace on the 
mainland. East-West and the Nor¬ 
folk Island community are joined in 
battling it out with cut-price offers 
of Boeing 747 holidays near and far 
around the world. 

We recognise we have to do a top 
job to maintain our position and we 
intend to go on doing just that. 

Yours sincerely, 

BRUCE N p TEAGUE 
Manager, Planning & Development 


Visitor hopes Island 
won't get too crowded 

I was recently staying with Jean 
Mitchell at Aunt Em's guesthouse. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my first visit 
to your lovely island and hope to re¬ 
turn in the not too distant future. It 
is so peaceful and relaxing after the 
"rat race" here on the mainland. 

1 wish I could sell my home and live 
over there, but I gather it's not as 
easy as that to obtain residency. I 
guess a lot of us "elderlies" would 
if we could, then there would be 
too many and your island would be 
ruined. I hope it never is over-pop¬ 
ulated. 

BARBARA HOOK 

- . ■ 11 —. . . 

LETTERS ARE WELCOME 
The News is glad to publish letters 
from readers and encourages com¬ 
ment on Island issues provided the 
letters are signed, and are notjust 
part of a squabble between partic¬ 
ular individuals. Views contrary 
to The News's are as welcome as 
any others. 
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HETTAE’- NORFOLK'S OWN 


HEALTH 
FOOD SHOP 

In the little cottage 
at Aunt Em’s 



Come taste nice free samples 



ISLAND 

HAND - 

BOCK 


Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 



In New Cascade Rd. not far from the centre of Burnt Pine, 
Two giant Polynesian Moai statues welcome you at our door, 
to bring you and us happiness and good luck. 


ELVA YAGER'S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 
OPENS SIX NIGHTS A WEEK. 

DINNER IS $6.00 AND INCLUDES AN E N T R EfE, 
A CHOICE OF STEAKS, PORK CHOPS, VEAL 
OR FRESH LOCAL FISH, AND A CHOICE OF 
ISLAND DESSERTS. 

FRIDAY NIGHT IS THE FAMOUS ISLAND 
BAKED DINNER FOR ONLY $8.00. 



ELVA YAGER'S 


Valley View Restaurant 


We can choose and prepare our food best if you will please make a reservation by 4,30. 
Ring 2185 - or just leave a note in our letterbox outside, telling us when to expect you. 
































































ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOUR INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TIS S 0 T watches 
LANCO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 

ROUDS 



ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal Doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND -RUBY- SAPPHIRE • EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN AUSTRALIAN VALUATION CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN ALL RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROUDS 







NORFOLK 

RADIO 


MONDAY 

9.15 Songwriters 

10 o 05 Down Mempry Lane 

10.45 Morning serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 

1.30 Radio Aust. Relay 

7.45 BBC Rock Line 
8.00 C & W Show 

9. 00 Naked Vicar 

10. 00 Top Pops 

TUESDAY 

9.15 The Woodlanders 
10. 05 Music from Show$& 
Films 

10. 30 Norfolk Island 

Hospital programme 

10.45 Morning serial 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 
2.00 Radio Australia relay 


TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVHIY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


AUSTRALIAN NEWS REPORTS 7.30, 8.00, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES 7.40, 8.40, 10. 00. 12.00, 1.05 


7.06 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 
(Jazz Programme) 

8. 00 Songwriters . 

9. 00 Feature Album 

10. 30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 

9715 What Ho, Jeeves! 

10.45 Morning serial 
12. 05 World affairs 

1.30 Radio Aust. relay 
2.00 (First Wed. of month) 

N.I. Council meeting 
4.00 Linda & Hadyn 
7.00 Pick of the week 
includes comedy, 
drama, book reviews 
THURSDAY 
$ 15 World of books 
10. 05 For The Term of His 
Natural Life 
10. 45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

1.30 S.D; A. Prog. 

2-. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

4. 30 Ron Glum 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth. 

only) Council Re-brdcs 
7.05 Evening of light classi¬ 
cal entertainment 
FRIDAY 

3.15 Dad's Army 
10.05 M BBC Rock Line" - 
music 

10. 45 Morning serial 
10. 00 Story of Rock 
12. 05 Science/sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Progr. 

2. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

5. 00 Young Mood - Janelle 
7. 00 Fine music all around 
SATURDAY 

10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10. 30 Aust. & Local News 


10.45 Top of Pops 

11.30 Steptoe & Son 
12.00 Local news 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 Radio Aust. relay 

(sports from mainland) 

7. 05 Not in front of the 

children! 

8. 00 Dr. Findlay's Casebook 

8.45 News from Deutsche 

Welle 

9. 00 Light Music from 

Holland 

9.30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

10.30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Shorty 

3.30 Football Commentary 
5. 00 Vibes to do it by 

7.00 Sunday radio - 

drama, music etc. 


THE 

DOCUMENTS 


"Reproductions of die Eleven Basic Doc¬ 
uments of the Pitcairn Settlers* Rights 
to Norfolk Island" is a 16-page leaflet 
containing copies from official files of 
the letters and orders that made Nor¬ 
folk a separate colony, to be wholly 


owned by the Pitcairners. "The authori¬ 

ties" have always said the Pitcairners' 
claims were nonsense. The documents 
say differently. $1 at Burns Philp, the 
Trading Post, Jensen's and Norfolk 
Souvenirs. By air to Aust. ,$1 to box 94. 


THE ISLAND'S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 

Hotel 

Cocktail 
Bar and 


un 






me 


,i YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 

Vine cellar of imported wines 

DIMB 


4 tOVELY DINING ROOM 
liToW* EXTENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 

W mce 

QC j A 

•-VSOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 








































PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper basfed Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc, from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenils 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 


POST OFFICE: 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 
10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes: Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in. advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am -2.30pm ; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 5# a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (atN.l. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I, Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri, Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-32, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; b At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45- 5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading 
Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Philp (Middlegate store) 
8.30am-8*3$)pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. : Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays* 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8.30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8.30am-l. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEASANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK'S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE. 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
' "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
■ MEMORABLE. 





OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. 


TELEPHONE 2 01 9 


























COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE BEST & CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK - 


NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 



We are hard to find because we’re back in behind other 
shops along Taylor’s Road. It’s worth looking for us, 
because we have 1, 000s of items, at old-fashioned 
prices that you'll want to compare with those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice to visit because it's a handsome 
pine cottage, in a garden setting next to the ruins of the 
old Norfolk bakery. The furnishings are made from mass¬ 
ive chunks of Norfolk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across the road from Four Corners 
shop. If you get lost, ask anybody where we are. It is 
only a few minute’s walk up the street from the Post 
off ice and the Tourist Bureau. 


LOCALLY-MADE HANDCRAFTS -- SHELL COLLECTIONS -- NORFOLK PAINTINGS 
AND PRINTS -- NOVELTIES -- BEAUTIFUL JEWELLERY AT REAL BARGAIN PRICES 
-- JADE, OPALS, AGATE, CORAL, MOTHER-OF-PEARL, SILVER AND GOLD-PLATED 
NATURAL SHELL JEWELLERY -- NORFOLK ISLAND STAMPS -- GLASSWARE -- 
REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT EVERYONE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDON IENS 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/TAURANGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Hetberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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AGFA-GEVAERT 


SUN 


•Church services 
•Museum open (M1 -4. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 


The 


Norfolk Island 


MON 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8: 00) 


TUE 


iFilms (Pds & LC) 
I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
I C’dant's Din (G) 


WED 

4 


■Museum open (M1 -4.30; 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


8 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


_ SH 

■housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


10 


IFilms (Pds & LC) 
I Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
C dent's Din (G) 


ii 


■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open nigjht (Nik) 
■Norfolk Island Council 
meeting (A 2.00>* 
■Film (MRT8pm) 


15 


■Quitch services 
■Museum open (Ml-4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


16 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


17 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
• Housie (RSL8pm' 
■Open night (Nik) 
■ C’dant’sDin (G) 


18 


■Museum open (Ml-4.30 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■SmVd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


24 


■Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 


■Museum open(Ml-4.30) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 


29 


■Church services 
■Museum open (M1 -4.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


30 


■Housie (LC) 
■Filjn (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


31 


IFilms (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant’s Din (G) 




a great name in photography 


CALENDAR 0CT0BER 


THUR 

5 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 

6 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


13 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


WIND ROSE 


SAT 

7 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what pef- 
centage of the time there 
is no wind, . t 

N 



19 

■Housie-.(LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (RSL8. 00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.00) 
■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


20 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


27 

■Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


21 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


- MEMORABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND PEOPLE 


October 7, 1798: Members of die first penal colony here built a sloop, the "Norfolk". 
She was confiscated by the Sydney authorities, and used by Bass and Flinders. 

October 10, 1774: Norfolk Island was discovered by Captain James Cook. 

October t 25, 1788: Captain Bligh and the "Bounty” arrived at Tahiti, and the crew 
discovered the beauty of the women apd of life in a South Pacific island. 

October 30, 1857: The "39 Laws" were proclaimed on Norfolk, based on Pitcairn laws. 


A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison Rest’r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -Hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest'r’t 
YC -Youth Centre 


AGFA’S DISTRIBUTORS 
ON NORFOLK ARE 


CAMERALI 




AG FA- G EVAERT 



















Minolta proudly presents 
the greatest camera 
advance in years. 



Compact, lightweight and easy-to- 
use 35 mm camera with both automatic 
exposure control and manual control. 

Electronic Readout in Viewfinder; 
Bright, red LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) 
light up in the viewfinder to conveniently 
indicate selected shutter speeds. 

LED Self-Timer. A red LED is 
located on the front of the camera body. 
It gradually blinks faster and faster to 
signal you that the shutter will soon 
snap. 

New Fail-Safe Design. Exciting, fool¬ 
proof features are built-in to make 
professional-looking results easier than 
ever. Simply touching the sensor shutter 
signals shutter speed and lighting 
situation. An automatic shutter release 
lock keeps the camera from exceeding 
its 1/1000th shutter speed limit to prevent 
over-exposed pictures. 

Auto Winder G. Lets you shoot two 
frames per second to capture the critical 
moment. Compact, easy-to-use and 
designed exclusively for the XG-2. 

Auto Electroflash 200X. 
Automatically releases the right amount 
of light. Automatically sets camera 
shutter speed to 1/60th sec. Blinking by 
LED indication in the viewfinder indicates 
the flash is fully charged. Synchronizes 
with the winder for continuous flash 
photos. 

Sharp Minolta Rokkor Lens System. 
The XG-2 accepts virtually all of our 
precision family of Rokkor lenses. A vast 
system of Minolta SLR accessories are at 
your command. 


Come to 


The Multi-Mode 

MINOLTA XD-7 

The choice is yours. 

CAM ERALINES 

THE ISLAND’S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPHIC STORE 






© COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO , 


Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY -- touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk’s legends 

6 NORPOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TAL AND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

(§)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT HUNTER 


POINT ROSS 1 

EMILY BAY' 

All roads lead to the complete holiday mini-mart — 

-TRAMHU RtJ$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9 


SUNDAY 
PM OPEN 9am 


We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees... a complete range of tinned foods... frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
... soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses...lollipops... magazines. • .batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers;.. .tinopeners. ..candles.. .first aid requirements.. .olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists’ requisites.. .gourmet foods...sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them... needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten, every day of the week, early & late. 








BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told u$: 

■ 

Cameralines: "Any one of three auto¬ 
matic 35mm cameras - Minolta Hi- 
Matic G - Olympus Trip 35 - or the 
Yashica FC - only $89, including a 
free flash attachment and case." 

■ 

Prentice's ; "The gift of a lifetime - 
genuine barker pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $10.80 - $230." 

■ 

Pete's Place: "An electronic calcu¬ 
lator with memory, square roots and 
percent, for only $12.95." 


Proud's ; "Omega Watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui: "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there. " 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

International Duty-Free; "Latest 
releases of records and cassettes, 
big range of artists and groups, all 
at Norfolk prices." 


The Trading Post; "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 


A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C + A B C 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE | 



ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC 


Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978” 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED > 
THAT NORFOLK ISLAND WILL BE RESTORED TO SELF-GOVERNMENT, ! 
MAKING ITS OWN INTERNAL LAWS AND RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN. 
FINANCES, INCLUDING TAXATION, SOCIAL SERVICES & WELFARE. 
COPIES OF THIS NEW HISTORIC DOCUMENT ARE ON SALE AT THE 
TRADING POST, N. I. NEWS AGENCY, BURNS PHILP AND NORFOLK 
SOUVENIRS - OR ORDER DIRECT FROM THE NEWS, BOX 94, 500 PPD. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

.EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 








,o^' 




^> v 


PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 


STATIONERS 

at the 


TRADING 

POST 

















jewellery and 
green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 
and amber i, 


om the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 


NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



Here is one of the 



CITIZEN 


a full range at 
PRENTICE'S 



THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 




NEWS FROM 

THE OTHER. tSLANK 

Polynesia Melanesia Micronesia 


Aid to our neighbors 

AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT assist¬ 
ance to the South Pacific region 
this financial year (July 1978 to June 
30, 1979) will total about $22, 000, 000, 
an increase of about 10 percent over 
the last financial year. 

Included in this figure is project 
aid of varying amounts in excess of 
$1* 000, 000 to each of five South 
Pacific nations - Fiji, Western Sam¬ 
oa, Tonga, the Gilbert Islands and 
the Solomon Islands. 

Other development assistance to 
the region will be in the form of food, 
aid and training. 

The figures were released in Can¬ 
berra by the Australian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Andrew Pea¬ 
cock, after the 1978-79 Australian 
Budget was announced in the House 
of Representatives by the Treasurer, 

Mr. John Howard. 

Mr. Peacock said Australia will 
spend $54, 950, 000 on overseas aid 
this financial year, an increase of 
$36, 450, 000 or 3. 7 percent over 
actual spending in 1977-78. 

Aid to Papua New Guinea will be 
$233, 400, 000 net, including a ba¬ 
sic grant of $200, 000, 000. 

Mr. Peacock said Australia's 
geographic location as a relative¬ 
ly wealthy advanced economy in 
a region of developing nations 
placed a special responsibility on 
it to help its neighbours in the South 
Pacific and South East Asian regions. 

Issues on Lord Howe 

LORD HOWE ISLAND elections for 
the four seats on the advisory Island 
Committee will be held October 17th. 

With a new Lord Howe Island Act 
due before long in the N.S.W. State 
Parliament, the election has attract¬ 
ed nine candidates who are wrestling 
with key political issues that will 
affect the Island for years to come. 

The Lord Howe Island "Signal" 
has circulated all candidates with 
a list of 12 questions designed to re¬ 
veal where each one stands on a 
range of choices facing the Island. 
These include - 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / 


- Whether meetings of the Com¬ 
mittee should be open to the public. 
As on Norfolk, residents of Lord 
Howe grow uneasy when Island pol¬ 
icies affecting everyone are dis¬ 
cussed and settled by a small group 
in secret. "This year the Committee 
has failed to publicise meetings, ac¬ 
tions or recommendations, " says the 
"Signal's" questionnaire. "What 
will your attitude be if elected?" 

- Whether Lord Howe should be 
declared a National Park or not. A 
group named "The Lord Howe Island 
Preservation Movement" has been 
campaigning to have the mountain¬ 
ous ends of die Island, Transit Hill 
in the centre, the Island's lagoon 
and Ned's Beach proclaimed as 
National Park areas. The group ties 
in, as an equally important recom¬ 
mendation, the retention of "Island 
preference" in the holding of land, 

- How many vehicles should be 
permitted on the Island. 

- Whether any further tourist ex¬ 
pansion should be allowed. (The 
Preservation Movement wants a ban 
on any expansion.) 

- Whether Islander Preference 
should be retained, as most Island¬ 
ers seem to want, or abolished, as 
the N.S.W. Minister for Lands, who 
is responsible for Lord Howe, says he 
intends to propose in forthcoming 
legislation. 

A sudden farewell for 
the people of Bikini 

"BIKINI" MAY be a word with hap¬ 
py holiday overtones in most of the 
world, but for the U. S. Government 
and for the 103 recently-evacuated 
residents of Bikini Island in Micro¬ 
nesia it means sadness and difficul¬ 
ty- 

When scanty swimming costumes 
first produced shock-waves years ago 
they were nicknamed after the Mar¬ 
shall Islands atoll where the U.S. 
had conducted atomic bomb tests. 

Decades afterward the atoll was 
judged to have lost its dangerous 
level of radioactivity, and Billnians 
were allowed to return and domesti¬ 


October 1978 


cate the island once more. 

But authorities recently had .new 
doubts and late in August three gov¬ 
ernment ships arrived at the Island 
to persuade residents to move out 
again. 

The worry was tersely described 
in U. S. officialese as "further as 
yet unknown hazards". 

Meetings were held with residents 
during the day and in the early even¬ 
ing on August 30th. With the ex¬ 
ception of one resident, Andrew 
Jakeo, the Bikinians agreed to be 
re-located for the time being on 
Kili Island, about 475 miles south¬ 
east. They will be moved into 
"temporary houses" built for them 
on Kili by the government, and 
Mr. Jakeo will be given an identi¬ 
cal house on Jabor Island. 

The residents were told that their 
household goods, pigs and chickens 
could be taken along, but that live¬ 
stock could not. So the stock was 
killed and the Island had a last feast. 

August 31st was their last on Bikini. 
Some went to the Island's chapel or 
visited the cemetery. Others snapped 
last photographs. Some gathered 
sheets of roof iron and timber, which 
they thought would come in handy on 
Kili. Everything was loaded aboard, 
though heavy intermittent rains de¬ 
layed the work. 

Each resident was given $100 to 
: assure that they had some money to 
' buy essential items during a stop at 
Kwajalein the next day. 

Mr. Jakeo said the money should 
be sent back to the U.S. He said 
much more would be needed for the 
Bikinians' permanent re-location. 

"I am the victim of the Americans 
since 1946, " he told the Trust Terri¬ 
tory High Commissioner, Adrian P, 
Winkel, who had come to Bikini on 
the 30th. "The United States has 
been asking me to move time and 
time again with promises, but they 
have not kept their promises. " 

Mr. Winkel said that permanent 
re-location costs of $15 million were 
expected to be approved by Congress 
next year, along with an increase in 
the Bikini Trust Fund from $3 million 
to $6 million. 

He told Mr. Jakeo that he would 
not have asked the people to move 
unless he had known that "something 
must be done to get the people of 
Bikini away from an unknown hazard". 

There is an interesting sidelight to 
this sad tale. Our information was 
provided by an official U. S. govern¬ 
ment publication, and the U.S. pro¬ 
vided facilities for 36 press and T. V. 
teams from around the world to cover 
the re-location. 


25 







Qouncil^ranscript 


FOR NORFOLK-WATCHERS 
WHO LIKE KNOWING WHAT 
COUNCILLORS "REALLY SAID, 
AND WHERE THEY STAND 


A PRELIMINARY PROPOSAL for a 
new 150-room luxury hotel at An¬ 
son Bay has been the subject of 
controversy on die Island. 

A feasibility study prepared for 
the hotel’s promoters says that the 
hotel would serve a new market 
and would not compete with exist¬ 
ing accommodation houses. But 


a study made for the Accommoda¬ 
tion Proprietors says that Norfolk 
has many more tourist beds than 
are being used, arid casts doubt on 
the need for more. 

Council gave "approval in prin¬ 
ciple" to the promoters in July, 
and then seven days later (follow¬ 
ing widespread objections in the 


Dyn on & Dynon’s Letter 


community) rescinded its resolu¬ 
tion and voted approval for * the 
concept"of such a hotel, subject 
to further approvals, instead. 

The firm of Dynon and Dynon, 
solicitors in Manly and Dee Why, 
was notified of the change in the 
Council’s resolution, and wrote a 
tart letter to Council, reprinted 
below. 

After the letter had been read at 
the September Council meeting. 
Councillors stated their positions. 


44 WE HAVE NOTED THE 
new terms of Council approval and 
have studied both your memorandum 
to Council and the other annexures 
to your letter under reference. 

M *We do not propose to traverse 
the immediate past history of this 
matter, nor to comment on the le¬ 
gality of the actions taken, other 
than to make the point that previous 
resolutions of Council, the recision 
of one of those resolutions, your 
memorandum, the annexures to it, 
and the present resolution, leave us 
and indeed any reasonable man in 
a state of confusion. 

"’With regard to the most current 
resolution, may we ask what does 
this one mean. 

"*We note that Council approves 
of the concept of the construction 
of an hotel similar to the one spe¬ 
cified in the economic analysis. 
However, your memorandum 
suggests inter alia - (a) that con¬ 
sideration of a first-class hotel be 
deferred pending clarification of 
the up-grading of the Norfolk Island 
airstrip, and (b) that consideration 
of a first-class hotel be deferred 
pending the outcome of the forth¬ 
coming land use and planning 
study. Does this mean that you 
have not accepted Council’s present 
resolution? 

"'To add to the uncertainty of 
the position, the annexures to your 
Letter contained further suggestion 
that the construction of the hotel 
be deferred, and indeed questioned 
whether the proposal should proceed 
at all. 

"’In addition, there is some doubt 
as to whether an hotel of the type 
dut cLent company proposes should 
De constructed or whether an hotel 
3f a different type should be con¬ 
structed. 


"'It is also apparent that no de¬ 
cision has been made as to the lo¬ 
cation of any new hotel on Norfolk 
Island- 

"’In the resolution Council called for 
plans to be submitted by the 31st De¬ 
cember, 1978. Again we ask the ques¬ 
tion, what does this mean? 

"'May we point out that the costs 
involved for providing plans for the 
type of development proposed by 
our client company would approxi¬ 
mate $100, J00. 

"'As we see the matter, Council 
is resolving to give approval to a 
concept and at the same time in¬ 
viting Norfolk International Air¬ 
lines Ltd. to expend $100, 000 with 
no assurance that it can use the 
land at Anson Bay for the purposes 
of erecting the hotel the subject 
of such plans, and, indeed, with 
no assurance that the hotel envisaged 
can be built at all. 

"'The whole position is ludicrous. 

No organisation with any commercial 
sense would act on such a resolution 
nor run the risk of such a financial 
loss. 

"'In view of the almost farcical j 
manner in which our client company's 
application has been dealt with since 
the writer was first instructed, we in¬ 
tend to recommend that all corres¬ 
pondence be forwarded to the Minis¬ 
ter concerned and that any further 
efforts on the part of our client com¬ 
pany, or indeed any further expendi¬ 
ture in relation to the project, would 
be financially unjustified. 

"'Finally, in relation to the com¬ 
ments made by Cr. J.D. McIntyre, 
we would advise that we have referred 
these to Flow line & Associates for 
their decision as to whether or not, 
in view of the circumstances, time 
should be spent in publishing an ! 

answer.”' 


David Buffett 

Cr. Buffett: "Mr c Chairman, might 
1 first of all cover the matter of the 
first paragraph of the memorandum 
you have just read which is the let¬ 
ter from Dynon & Dynon. 

"Mr/Chairman, this Council dis¬ 
cussed the proposal to erect a first- 
class hotel on the former Kingfisher 
site at its meetings on 26th July, 
on the 2nd August and on the 9th 
August of this year, and also the 
previous Council had discussions 
on the same matter. 

"These deliberations resulted in 
approval in principle being granted 
for this hotel concept and this appro¬ 
val was communicated to Dynon & 
Dynon, solicitors for the applicants. 

"There wasn’t wholehearted sup¬ 
port for the project -- there were 
some reservations in some area. I 
mentioned these reservations when 
addressing Council on 26th July 
but I also mentioned those things 
which were advantageous in con¬ 
structing the hotel on the Kingfisher 
site. 

"There were sufficient plusses for 
approval and encouragement to be 
offered to the entrepreneur to fur¬ 
ther this project and to further their 
negotiations with Council, and these 
indications were given in writing 
as you've just mentioned to Dynon 
& Dynon.. 

"The response to this approval 
and encouragement is to me quite 
surprising. Instead of a letter in re¬ 
turn of goodwill and further negotia¬ 
tion, one is received of a scornful 
tone, quite rude and making veiled 
threats of the legality of Council's 
actions. 

"My reaction to such a response 
from Dynon & Dynon is to say I'm 
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not interested in continuing relations 
with them as an organisation which 
conducts itself in such a manner. 

"You've mentioned, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, in this memorandum that 
there are a number of other hotel 
organisations that have shown an in¬ 
terest in building on this Island, and 
we as a Council are not without 
other prospective proposals. I'm 
sure some of them would be able 
to conduct negotiations without see¬ 
ing the need for strong and inappro¬ 
priate words in their correspondence 
with us. 

"Before continuing on the matter 
I am, of course, interested to know 
what other Councillors think on the 
matter." 

Geoff Bennett 

Cr. Bennett; "I'd like to address some 
remarks to the letter from Mr. Dynon' 
in reply to your letter of 10th. August. 

"Sir, 1 share Dynon'sconcern at be¬ 
ing placed in this state of confusion 
by the action of this Council and its 
changing attitudes. 

"I believe that we have acted less 
than competently in this matter. 

’’When you look at the matter from 
the outset in perspective, it's no won¬ 
der they choose now to direct further 
queries and questions to the Minister. 

"Dynonis no closer at this stage 
l o knowing whether or not his client 
company has'been given approval in 
principle to build a hotel on this 
Island let alone on the site of the 
former Kingfisher Air tel, the exact 
site where the 5th or 6th Norfolk 
Island Council approved the project 
in principle. They, 1 might add, 
approved it without all the drama 
that we have applied. 

"When Dynon asks what in effect 
does, this most current resolution 
mean, I wonder if we really know 
ourselves. If we do, then why 
haven't they been told... 

"I'm not in any way championing 
the cause for Dynon, rather it’s the 
principle that has now been adopted. 

"My views on the hotel have been 
expressed previously and at the last 
Council meeting I said that my at¬ 
titude towards this had remained un¬ 
changed. ♦ * 

"I do think that if we let the 
matter lie as it is at the moment, 
it will just die a natural death. 1 
don't expect them to come back 
with any further comments. I 
think the ball is in our court and 
we have to come to grips with one 
or two things : s?uch as whether in 
fact we want a hotel out there or 
not, bearing in mind that it was 


the site of a former hotel, and 
when that's known we should con¬ 
vey these thoughts and any other 
thoughts that the Council may have 
to Dynon & Dynon so they under¬ 
stand exactly what we are thinking 
and what our fears and reservations 
are about the whole thing. 

"I would hope that this Council 
would take that memorandum and 
regretfully meet again and attack 
it once more." 

Bill Blucher 

"1 have still not changed my at¬ 
titude towards that area in Anson 
Bay being an ideal place for a scenic 
hotel for a very high-class hotel for 
that type of tourist, and I can see no 
other area on the Island that would be 
suitable for it... 

"Frankly, I'm getting quite tired 
of meeting after meeting dealing 
with this hotel. 

"I've expressed my views and I 
think it’s an ideal place for an hotel 
and I think it should be encouraged - 
a high class hotel. I repeat, a high 
class hotel which this Island has 
never had, and I think that in the 
long term we will need to have 
the type of hotel to cater for the 
type of demand that will arise la¬ 
ter on in the tourist industry. Other¬ 
wise we'll just have to sit as we are 
and go back... 

"When we look at a hotel of this 
nature, we don't look at it as being 
competitive with the present accom¬ 
modation areas because it isn't. The 
accommodation areas are not high 
class and no-one can convince me 
that they are high class. They are 
of an ordinary standard, but they 
are certainly not of an international 
high class basis. 

'These are the types of tourists 
that we do not have and we have 
never had. We've got to make up 
our minds whether we require that 
type of tourist, whether, if they can 
afford to pay for a very high class 
hotel, they can afford to come here 
and stay and enjoy the things that 
we have here to offer them. 

"As far as having a little world 
of their own in a particular area, 
that could well be, but I would tend 
to think that because we do have a 
different type of tourist that the shop¬ 
ping centre will always be an attrac¬ 
tion to them and they will not just 
live in their own little world. I 
think this has been proved in most 
other places. 

"As far as the standards if we're 
going to try and compete and if the 
A.P. A. report states that the bed 


situation is something like 33<fc t 
weltiin that case - if that is correct - 
in 12 months’ time they’ll all be 
broke and I can't see them continu¬ 
ing any longer, if that's what the 
forecast is, and so 1 have to question 
that figure ... n 

Bryan Nunn 

Cr. Nunn: "Mr. Chairman, I a pee 
very largely with Cr. Bennett and 
also with Cr. Blucher, but what 
really riles me is that I don't thinlt 
Council - or the majority of Coun¬ 
cil - have wavered at all in what 
they have said. 

It's been reported that we've 
been swayed by public opinion, 
we've been pushed. - I don’t 

think Council has changed one iota. 

"We changed the wording from 
accepting die principle of this ho¬ 
tel to the concept. We did so be¬ 
cause you Sir, in your wisdom, 
probably very correctly felt - and 
indeed the Legal Adviser also felt - 
that the use of the words "in prin¬ 
ciple" was far too wide and it was 
not a suitable expression.,. 

"It is a matter of wording and 
these kick-backs we are getting 
are making us look as if we are 
people unable to make up our minds... 

"I agree with Cr. Bennett if we're 
not very careful at a later stage when 
we do need to encourage certain in¬ 
vestment in this Island they'll say 
“leave it alone because the people 
there can't make up their minds 1 ..» 

"I don’t share Cr. McIntyre’s 
view that we are jeopardising the 
situation with regard to level of 
tourism. I think we've got to ex¬ 
pect tourism to rise to 25, 000 in 
the next two years. If it stagnates 
then the whole of the economy 
will stagnate. 

"If, as would appear, the present 
type of accommodation is not satis¬ 
factory to many types of tourists -- 
I have very little sympathy - I'm 
very sorry - for the accommodation 
proprietors. They’ve always been 
able to upgrade their accommoda¬ 
tion if they’ve wanted to, or their 
apartments if they've wanted to - 
it’s always been there for them to 
upgrade. 

"I would wish that they were not 
frittering away up to 25 °!c on book¬ 
ing agents fees. Maybe we should 
get it down to a realistic level by 
charging tourists for coming here. 

"I think there are many other 
things that they want to start look¬ 
ing at than trying to have a protec¬ 
tionist attitude to ot her people com¬ 
ing here who are going to tap a 
completely new source greatly 
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needed by this Island .. ►" 

Duncan Hclntyre 

Cr. McIntyre: "Mr. Chairman, I 
think Cr. Nunn is right -- none of 
us seem to have changed our position. 

I certainly haven’t. 

"The basic point behind my - I 
won't aay.oppo$ition to the thing but 
my withholding of these motions of 
support for it - is this. I don't be¬ 
lieve we have at the present time 
a sufficient basis of information... 

"To make such a decision, and 
to say yes, go ahead, make the 
change, alter the Island in that fa¬ 
shion, without having all aspects of 
Norfolk Island's needs in mind, seems 
to me to be downright irresponsible... 

"So my view is unaltered. I still 
don't believe that Council has de¬ 
veloped answers to the first proposi¬ 
tions - Are we serious in limiting the 
number of beds? Who can have a go? - 
I don't think we've got a sufficient 
view of how we ought to develop our 
Island and how we fit a hotel develop¬ 
ment of this magnitude into our fu¬ 
ture view of planning if we develop 
it in consultation with N.C.D. C. or 
otherwise, and I don't believe that 
the Flow line people have answered 
the very legitimate questions that 
were put up to them in the first place. 

"... They have yet‘to decide whe¬ 
ther to answer the things that were 
concerning me in the paper which 
I put -- well, that's up to them. 

The views that I expressed in that 
paper, of course, are personal views, 
but they do question the whole idea 
of how long tourists stay here and 
what kind of bed occupancy there 
already is in the tourist accommoda¬ 
tion, and that needs to be looked at 
to see what the facts are. 

"it seems to me that if the A. P. A. 
paper is correct, we don't need a 
new hotel - we simply will be dam¬ 
aging existing accommodation pro¬ 
prietors. 

"Now if we’re going to make it 
open slather in the accommodation 
world, well, let's say so and act 
accordingly,, 


Lisle Snell 

Cr. Snell: .Regarding Council's 

comments on not having changed 
their views, I consider that every 
Councillor who voted in favour of 
the rescinding motion in the special 
meeting of 2nd August knew what he 
was doing and that the results, as 
read out here this afternoon, would 
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be exactly what would be forthcom¬ 
ing after the motion that has been 
put in place of the previous one giv¬ 
ing approval in principle. 

^1 think we all knew exactly that 
when the new motion was passed 
that this type of letter from Dynon & 
Dynon would be the end result, and 
it's exactly how it has come about. 

"I haven't changed my mind that 
the principle of a first class hotel of 
this kind on Norfolk Island is essen¬ 
tial to the progress.and the continuity 
of our tourist development and econo¬ 
my. 

"I share the feelings of Cr. Bennett 
and Cr. Nunn. I consider it essential, 
as I've said before, for a project of 
this type. 

"It appears that they're not going 
to go ahead with it - and you can’t 
really blame them... " 

Bryan Nunn 

Cr. Nunn: "I'd just like to take up 
one or two things that other Council¬ 
lors have said. 

"I do feel that there is a complete¬ 
ly different market to be tapped. 

I do feel that we can control the 
bed-nights. I feel they have been 
out of our control not through any¬ 
thing that this Council has done 
through lack of ability to control 
them, and the type of bed-nights 
that have been offered to tourists 
coming here in the past - increased 
bed-nights - have been damaging 
our reputation very greatly. 

"I believe that with the coming 
of the jets in here, which will come 
eventually I've little doubt, we 
shall see a different type. We may 
well be linked in in some way with 
the Pacific Islands main airports; 
we may well be able to attract 
people who are touring American 
Samoa, who are touring Australia, 
New Zealand, to come via Norfolk 
Island. It's an island that would 
have great appeal to those sort of 
people.,." 

Bruce MacKenzie 

Cr. Mackenzie: "I endorse those 
last remarks of Cr. Nunn. 

"I don't believe in protective 
industries or protecting hotels or 
protecting anything on this Island 
in that respect. 

"I believe open competition will 
be the leveller... 

"I think possibly the biggest mis¬ 
take we did make was that we 
should have, instead of asking for 
plans to be submitted, asked for 
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sketch plans, which I think is the 
appropriate thing in any big under¬ 
taking like this. If that could be 
amended as such, I would support 
it." 

Greg Quintal 

Cr. Quintal: "Mr. Chairman, we 
do know that the Paradise Hotel will 
probably be closing dovn very soon. 
We do not know whether another ho¬ 
tel would even be allowed to be 
built there again. We don't know 
whether the place would be allow¬ 
ed to be pulled down and another 
hotel built in its place. We do not 
know whether another hotel would 
be allowed to be built in the Kings¬ 
ton area. 

"I think most of us feel that the 
Kingston area is the best site for a 
hotel on the Island. 

"1 do not blame Dynon & Dynon 
for the tone of their answer, espe¬ 
cially to consider (a) that con¬ 
sideration of a first-class hotel be 
deferred pending clarification of 
the upgrading of the Norfolk Island 
airstrip. Well, we don't know when 
that's going to be upgraded at all. 

We can't expect Dynon & Dynon 
to wait until we find that out be¬ 
cause it might never come to pass. 

It might! There will be an announce¬ 
ment on this matter at a later date 
but we don't know when. 

"(b) that consideration of a first- 
class hotel be deferred pending the 
outcome of the forthcoming land use 
and planning study. Well, that 
might take some time too and we 
can't expect these people just to 
'hang off' until thii outcome is 
forthcoming. 

"Another thing too is that we ask¬ 
ed them to supply a feasibility study, 
which they have done* 

"Also... we can't expect them to 
spend $100, 000 on supplying plans 
back to this Council. 

"1 have not changed my mind in 
this matter. The majority of the 
Councillors have agreed that there 
is a need for this type of hotel... 

We have agreed that the Kingfisher 
site is a good site for a hotel - I 
have not changed my mind on that 
matter. 

"It is my belief also that a site 
for a hotel is on the coastline be¬ 
cause of the sewerage problems. 

"There was a. hotel there before 
and nobody cared about it when it 
was there before, and if a nice 
building is put in that site I can't 
see anything wrong with it. 

"I have not changed my mind 
on the matter at all." 
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SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly,,, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of die Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you’ll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of die opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1:the people 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island's freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can't 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders M quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2 : FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk has 
its own independent budget (which is 
in the black), and, rather than hav¬ 
ing a national debt, has a surplus 
from past years invested in the bank 
at interest. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

Australia makes an annual grant 
of $126, 000 to the Island. This is 
about adequate to cover the salaries 
and expenses of the three Australian 
officers who are sent to fill the key 
positions in die Island's local Admin¬ 
istration. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does hot extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $35 is paid by tbe Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who ne.ed some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history. 

3 : THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, arid are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf cours^; in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in WatermillVal- 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 
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building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for die other Kingston build-- 
tings, but die gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners’ com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4 : COLONY STATUS 

Norfolk Island is one of the few re¬ 
maining colonies in the English- 
speaking world. This status has be¬ 
come an embarrassment to Australia. 
The Island’s form of administration 
was officially proclaimed as "out¬ 
moded and inappropriate" by Aust¬ 
ralia in 1975, and is contrary to 
United Nations covenants endorsed 
by Australia, as well as being a 
strange anachronism in an age when 
free people are expected to have 
democratic government. 

Norfolk has its own distinct laws 
and regulations, but these are made 
by Australia, and Australian law does 
not allow the people of the Island to 
vote for those who make the laws. 

The government is not answerable 
to the people. 

There is an elected Norfolk Island 
Council. Its Chairman is the Aust¬ 
ralian-appointed Administrator. Le¬ 
gally the Council has no power ex¬ 
cept to offer advice to the Admini¬ 
strator, which he can listen to or ig¬ 
nore. As the only elected represent¬ 
atives of the people of the Island, 
however, the Councillors have done 
their best to get democratic govern¬ 
ment restored to Norfolk. In 1977 
they made an appeal to the United 
Nations to prevent Australia from 
annexing the Island without consent, 
and early in 1978 they voted to sup¬ 
port a resistance movement by people 
of the Island to fight off forced an¬ 
nexation. The conflict was sudden¬ 
ly resolved in May, 1978, by an Aust¬ 
ralian government announcement that 
local self-government would be re¬ 
stored to the Island, and that it 
would not be annexed into the Aust¬ 
ralian system. 

Oddly, the people of Norfolk did 
lave democratic self-government 
7 rom the time of the Pitcairn settle¬ 
ment in 1856 until 1896, when it 
was terminated by an autocratic Gov¬ 
ernor of New South Wales, acting be¬ 
yond his authority. The Island never - 
:heless remained a "separate and dis¬ 


tinct settlement” in the British Em¬ 
pire. It has never been ceded to 
Australia, but since 1914 it has been 
technically "a territory under the ad¬ 
ministration of Australia." 

In 1976 the Island was angered 
when Australia refused to allow a 
Norfolk Islander, who was heading 
the local government as Deputy Ad¬ 
ministrator, to be confirmed as Ad¬ 
ministrator. he resigned from his 
post, and some time later was ap¬ 
pointed Administrator of one of Aust¬ 
ralia's two other colonies, the Cocos 
Islands. 

The Island's current Administrator, 
who is probably the last in the 82-year 
sequence of colonial appointees, is 
Mr. D.V. O'Leary. He formerly had 
been the third-ranking officer in Aust¬ 
ralia's "secret service", A.S.I.O. 

He has not indicated that he sees 
anything outmoded or inappropriate 
about the range of undemocratic pow¬ 
ers an Administrator has over the 
Island and Its people, and has sought 
to extend them rather than using diem 
with restraint, he is a man of good 
grooming and authoritarian manner. 

He occasionally has cowed the elect¬ 
ed Council by sheer force of personal¬ 
ity, and has been known to confiscate 
film from the camera of a tourist 
snapping pictures of the exterior of 
his official home. Government House. 

Around the Island he may be seen 
driving (or being driven, when a cere¬ 
monial occasion permits) in a white 
Ford sedan provided by the Common¬ 
wealth. It can be recognised by its 
registration plate, A-l, and by the 
miniature gold flagstaff which Mr. 
O'Leary arranged to have sent from 
Australia and affixed to its bonnet. 

5 : THE FUTURE 

In 1975 a Royal Commission was 
set up by Australia to recommend 
an acceptable form of government 
for Norfolk. Its recommendation - 
the"Nimmo Report" - was essentially 
that the Island should be annexed in¬ 
to Australia and become part of the 
Canberra electorate* *nd that no 
referendum of the Island's people 
should be allowed on the matter. 

The Report, often disdainful in tone, 
was found to contain major errors of 
facw When it became apparent 
that Australia planned to follow the 
recommendations regardless, more 
than two-thirds of the Island's elec¬ 
tors signed solemn declarations say¬ 
ing they opposed being annexed. 

About 15^ of residents appeared to. 
favour the proposal, or at least the 
specific idea that Australian welfare 
benefits be paid here. 

After 18 months of struggle, with 


leading roles played by the Council 
and the influential Society of De¬ 
scendants of the Pitcairn Settlers, 
Norfolk finally won the right to re¬ 
tain its identity, and Australia an¬ 
nounced on May 8th, 1978, that the 
essential recommendations of the 
Nimmo Report had been rejected at 
last. 

Starting in 1979, the Island’s lo¬ 
cal laws are to be made by an elect¬ 
ed Norfolk Island Assembly, which 
will have authority over the raising 
and spending of all public funds. 
Norfolk will continue to have its 
own locally-tailored tax and social 
welfare systems. 

The Assembly is planned to take 
office about July 1st, 1979, and ex¬ 
tensive celebrations and commem¬ 
orative activities are being worked 
on for the occasion. Its initial 
range of powers will be moderately 
restricted, but these are to be re¬ 
viewed and expanded as the Assem¬ 
bly (and the people of the Island) 
gain adequate experience in self- 
government. 

Under Hon. R.J. Ellicott, who 
became Australia's Minister respon¬ 
sible for Norfolk late in 1977, the 
Commonwealth’s apparent attitude 
toward the Island has changed. In¬ 
stead of seeming to consider Nor¬ 
folk as a nuisance that had to be 
administered in Canberra, Austra¬ 
lia seems to be listening to Island 
views, and trying to assist Norfolk 
with advice instead of direction. 

The Island’s legal status will be 
defined by a new Act of Parliament 
which is expected to be introduced 
early in 1979. This status will be 
crucial to a good relationship be¬ 
tween Norfolk and the Common¬ 
wealth, and to Australia’s de-col¬ 
onisation obligations under the U.N. 
If the Island continues to be defined 
as "a territory under the administra¬ 
tion of Australia", its newly-restored 
self-government will be entitled to 
continue only at the grace and fa¬ 
vour of future Australian Govern¬ 
ments in which the people of Norfolk 
will have no democratic voice. 

What the great majority of resi¬ 
dents appear to want is for Norfolk 
to have the acknowledged right of 
internal self-government in associa¬ 
tion with Australia, with Australia 
retaining full rights on most matters 
of an international nature. This 
would be comparable to the relation¬ 
ship between New Zealand and two 
of its former colonies, the Cook 
Islands and Niue, except that New 
Zealand accepts the necessity for 
providing millions of dollars in year¬ 
ly support for them, and Norfolk 
wants to continue supporting Itself. 
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Norfolk 


IT WAS LOVELY to sit in the sun 
and listen to two Norfolk Islanders 
of different generations reminisce 
about N tbe old days" here without 
any feeling of a generation gap 
whatsoever between them. 

They were talking about very 
different periods on Norfolk but 
there was still a sameness -- a 
sweetness -- that existed in their 
memories about their childhoods 
here. 

They grew up here 25 years a- 
part, but they both spoke of the 
same gentleness and civility that 
the Island displayed. 

The old days" were really not 
so long ago on Norfolk. The elder 
islander is in her seventies. Call 
her Aunt Sue if you like. The 
younger is in her fifties — we'll 
call her Mary. 

Harken for a while. There was 
something special here, and may¬ 
be we can still keep it from being 
lost. 



sweets to go into the swamps to col¬ 
lect them for him... ” 

... "yes, and he used to plant pea¬ 
nuts and get all of us children to 
pull them up. We'd refuse to pull 
them up until he gave us sweets. 
You'd turn the peanuts up - they 
grew in the ground - to dry in the 
sun. We were never paid -- well, 
very little cash -- but all the pea¬ 
nuts we could eat. And condensed 
milk: 

... "he used to take us up to Palm 
Glen to pick passionfruit and we'd 
scoop up a big block, and he had 
the condensed milk along to put 
on it - and we'd all sit around -- 
Kitty Quintal who lived with Mary 
Jo. 


"THE PLACE WAS like one love¬ 
ly park. The lantana was burned 
down every year; you weren't sup¬ 
posed to have noxious weeds -- 
you were fined if you did. " 

... "there was Aui^g Mag and Un¬ 
cle Tom Quintal - they were in 
the long row of houses at Slaughter 
Bay. They didn't have a family 
but they always had kids stay 
with them just the same -- they 
adopted Martin and Noel used to 
be with them a lot -- the old- 
time Norfolk Islanders just loved 
children and if they didn't have any 
they were always pinching some¬ 
body elses..." 

... "you don’t hear the bell now at 
Church. It had a beautiful tone. 
You could hear it toll all over die 
island -- that’s how everybody knew 
when there was a death. The toll 
of the bell went right through .you. 
It would toll the age of the person* 
If it tolled twenty-one you knew it 
was a young person..." 


"ROY BELL USED to give us sweets," 
said Aunt Sue. "You see there were 
a whole lot of kids who lived down 
at Kingston --it was a natural play¬ 
ground. He used to shoot Jack 
Snipes -- there used to be so many 
along the swamps there. They were 
very good eating and he’d give us 


"WE ALWAYS USED to celebrate 
Bounty Day under those big pines 
at Government House when I was 
a girl. There would be sports and 
everything. The men would play 
cricket -- it would be the "Boun¬ 
ty" boys versus all-comers. It 
used to be fabulous. I remember 
watching sports and hone races in 
Charley Rossiter's paddock... " 

... "yes, that was where the air¬ 
port is now, " Mary remembered. 

... "and they used to throw the 
cricketers in the creek... " 

... "there was a very nice creek 
right through the Water Mill right 
down to Emily Bay and they were 
all clean and running. Some of 
die men, for their public works 
call, used to cle*n out all the 
leaves... ” 

... "the valleys all used to have 
running water. Most people used 
to grow all their own fruit in their 
valleys. After the war the men 
gave it up because they got big 
money. They gave away the farm¬ 
ing because it had all been for 
love... H 

.,. "yes, Mum used to have mul¬ 
berries, oranges, peaches, just every¬ 
thing. Dad bad his valleys full of 
bananas. It was so beautiful... H 
... "even the air. at night you could 
smell the orange blossoms, jasmine, 
honeysuckle. It was a real garden 
of Eden..." 


LIVING 

1 FORGET HOW MANY Southern 
Crosst* ships«there were. They plied 
among the islands. And there was 
the ’Mocambo', a Burns Pbilp ship - 
a real ship - they were called 'the 
octypus of the North*. All the ships 
started with "M". The food was 
beautiful..." 

... "yes, they put on marvellous 
food. The cabins were small. There 
were two or three bunks in each. 
Luckily, you could sit on deck and 
eat apples..." 

... "the first person who sighted the 
I smoke of the ship on the horizon 
; would sing out, "Sail Ho" and some¬ 
body else would hear it and pick it 
up and it would be around the island 
in no time... " 

... "they had a flagstaff at Flag¬ 
staff Hill and if the boat was com¬ 
ing into Kingston they'd put up a 
white flag and if it was coming in¬ 
to Cascades, they'd put up a red 
one..." 

... "it was an adventure when a 
ship came in..." 


THE TOURISTS WE GOT in those 
days were very high class people. 
They were people who were just 
interested in the history of Norfolk 
or scientists doing research and they 
were wealthy people who could stay 
a while. 

... "they had to stay for at least six 
weeks... ” 

... 'there were only several guest 
houses -- Charlgtove, Ivy House — 
that's just a bit past Charlie Fresh¬ 
water’s place --it was a very big 
house on a steep hill with a beauti¬ 
ful garden..." 

... "it was Uncle Greg and Aunt 
Gin's place - Jean Mitchell's grand¬ 
parents..." 

... "their son. Arch, ran the board¬ 
ing house. There was plenty of 
food..." 


"IN THOSE DAYS people would 
get up at daylight, work in their 
gardens until seven or so and then 
have their breakfast. Then they'd 
toddle off to their different jobs 
and then come home at five --go 
down into the valleys and farm un¬ 
til sunset..." 

... "the young don't do this any¬ 
more. Those blasted hotels are all 
they think about. It's very sad..." 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / October 191 8 


31 












... "of course, there was no grog 
when I lived here. Only for medi¬ 
cinal purposes. You had to go to 
the doctor, you had to be 21, you 
had to have a bad heart, and all 
the rest... " 

... "nobody made wine or anything 
to drink. We didn’t need it. The 
young boys were sports mad. There 
was tennis and cricket in summer, 
football in winter. 

... H and dances -- and when they 
got thirsty they went outside and 
got a drink under the tap. Clean, 
cool water -- that's all. It was a 
happy time. Everybody danced 
with one another -- not this pairing 
off business -- it was fabulous! 

... "memories are nice. Nothing 
stands still. No place is ever the 
same -- it's so safe here..." 


(to be continued) 
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I NEVER THOUGHT I’d find a Print¬ 
ers Devil in my kitchen but, alas, 
our last little chat ended with the 
suggestion that citrus jelly was one 
of die ingredients for the Belgian 
cake. 

That should have been the begins 
ning of a whole new recipe - so 
let's start with it now. 

CITRUS JELLY 
1 grapefruit 

3 lemons 

1 or 2 sweet oranges (combined 
weight of all fruit 2 lbs.) 

4£ pints of water 

3 lbs. sugar 

Wash and cup up fruit. Add water 
and cook gently until peel is really 
tender (about 2 hours). Strain 
through a jelly bag. Measure: 
approx. 1 3/4 pints. Reduce to 
this amount if necessary. 

Add sugar, dissolve over a low heat. 
Bring to the boil, boil rapidly un¬ 
til setting point is reached. Skim 
and pot in the usual way. 

So, on with this month's recipes... 
CHEESE-PUFFED POTATO CASSEROLE 
Here's a way to make potatoes ex¬ 
traordinary. 

4 eggs separated 


4 cups well seasoned mashed potatoes 

1 cup shredded sharp Cheddar cheese 

2 teaspoons each finely chopped onion 
and finely chopped green pepper 

i teasp. celery salt 

Salt 

Paprika 

Beat egg yolks with mashed potatoes 
until well mixed. Stir in cheese, 
onion, green pepper, celery salt, 
salt and pepper to taste. Just before 
you are ready to bake, beat egg 
whites until they form soft peaks 
and fold into potato mixture. Spoon 
lightly into a well greased casserole 
about 7 x 13", sprinkle with paprika 
and bake in moderately hot oven 
(375 degrees) for 25 minutes. Makes 
about 6 servings. 


• BOND 

WINES ON NORFOLK - by "VINAS" 
Bei Spiel und Sang! 

It has been a notable year for Nor¬ 
folk Island in more ways than one, 
and an event which should not go 
unmentioned is the presence of a 
Norfolk team at this year’s Oktob- 
erfest in Munich. 

This "beer classic" has been held 
ever since 1810 on the Theresian 
meadows - named after the Bavar¬ 
ian Princess whose wedding feast 
was celebrated there in that year. 

It is notable in Europe that good 
beer is rarely made in areas which 
produce wine (an exception being 
Alsace, which makes Kronenbourg, 
a lager popular in France). 

So let us take a look at what 
makes beer what it is. The two ba¬ 
sic beers are either bottom or top 
fermented which simply means the 
yeasts which are used, when spent, 
sink to the bottom of the vat or rise 
to the surface. Each, however, is 
made with malted (germinated) 
barley combined with other cereals 



I WAS LISTENING to an interview 
on our local radio between a doctor 
and woman interviewer. The sub¬ 
ject was those years when we women 
have reared our children to the time 
when they are "leaving the nest" to 
make their own way in life and the 
mother too has come to the change 
in her life. The doctor mentioned 
boredom and the feeling she had noth¬ 
ing to do caused a lot of mental stress. 

I suddenly realised that on Norfolk 


ORANGE -GINGER SAUCE 

A tasty sauce that can be made 
well in advance and refrigerated for 
a few days. Serve on spareribs, pork 
chops, barbecued chicken and lamb 
chops as well. 

1 cup orange juice 

1 cup each shredded ginger (canned 

if fresh not available) 
and slivered orange peel (no 
white membranes) 

2 tablespoons melted butter 
2 tablespoons cornstarch 

Mix together all ingredients and cook, 
stirring, until sauce becomes thick 
and clear, about 15 minutes. 


and flavoured with flowers of the 
hop vine. Sugar also plays a part 
and when you buy coffee crystals 
you get what the trade calls "yellow 
brewers". 

Lager, which is bottom fermented, 
takes its name from a German word 
which indicates it has "rested" for 
some weeks to mature and clarify. 
Pilsner is a light lager named after 
Pilsen in Czechoslovakia where the 
pure water gives it a particularly 
clear look and fresh flavour. 

Top fermentation produces the typ¬ 
ical English-style known as Ale, 
which is generally stronger with a 
sharper taste. Stout and Porter are 
variations of the style. 

It is often stated that Australian 
beers are strong, but, in fact, they 
are in line with world average, ar¬ 
ound 3 to 4 °]c alcohol by volume. 

The confusion apparently stems 
from the mainland habit of expres¬ 
sing alcohol content by proof rath¬ 
er than volume. 

By the way. I’m not aware that 
the Oktoberfest organisers knew our 
boys were coming but they laid in 
a stock of 8 million pints of beer 
and 300, 000 German sausages! 


one was so involved with many things 
such as school, church, gardens, land, 
animals, conservation etc. that, for 
me, that time in my life came and 
passed without any of those traumas 
he mentioned. So, I said to myself, 
one more reason why this island is 
a grand place to live. 

Oh, I know I have growled about 
the small frustrations, weather and 
such like, but these things are all sur¬ 
mountable and only tend to make us 
more self-reliant. If, we really 
didn't like this way of life, we could, 
like the Arabs, have folded our tents 
and moved on. 

Boredom on Norfolk Island - - never! 
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AFTER a cold, wet and miserable 
winter the warmer weather seems 
to be on its way. Norfolk is really 
beautiful when there's little wind 
and the >un is o.,t shining with all 
its might. 

Banyan Park was the venue for a 
variety of activities in September. 
Young children who attend Play- 
centre there were excited on Mon¬ 
day morning the 11th. It was the 
centre's first birthday and the Wives 
and Mothers Club Committee had 
invited both age groups to be pres¬ 
ent to celebrate the occasion. There 
was fun and laughter as the children 
took part in musical chairs* oranges 
and lemons, and other games. 

There was a good crowd there on 
Tuesday evening when Timmy 
Llovd with the help of Dolores Buf¬ 
fett started another series of her 
ballroom dancing classes. This is 
a marvelous opportunity for the 
young people - it's really beaut to 
see them get up and have a go at 
such favourites as the "Bounty Ball M . 

Another community service which 
is proving most popular is the series 
of craft classes which the Wives and 
Mothers are currently running for 
anyone interested - also at Banyan 
Park. These are held each Wednes¬ 
day. Dyann Fitzpatrick is teaching 
macrame to a very enthusiastic 
group. Ruth Buffett is a keen pupil 
aud has already made some lovely 
terns. Pat Magri, Lorraine Williams 
and Dawn Hutchinson are among the 
tatting pupils being taught by Jan 
Reeves, who is also teaching cro- 
chetting. And over in the far cor¬ 
ner Mrs. Jemima Cook has a small 
group of budding dressmakers. 

Much fun and laughter on Friday 
the 22nd at a motel at Northcote, 
Auckland, where members of the 
Pmetrotters basketball team return¬ 
ed from an afternoon^ excursion 
to find familiar faces in the dining 
room - members of the netball 
team who had just arrived from 
Norfolk that day. The Pinetrotters 
were at the tail-end of their trip 
after two very fuil weeks touring 
the north island of N,Z„ They had 
played basketball at most of the 
townships they'd visited. The girls 
all commented on the tremendous 
hospitality they'd received through¬ 
out their tour. Marie Bailey drove 
their big yellow bus, which let 
them down only twice - once when 


it ran out of petrol, and once when 
everyone had to get out and push. 

The netball team which visited 
Auckland included one player 
from each of the seven teams here 
on Norfolk. The North Shore Net- 
ball Association courts were situ¬ 
ated diagonally opposite the mo¬ 
tel so there was very little travel¬ 
ling to do - all the teams came to 
that one place. Nine games in all 
were played. The Norfolk team 
managed to win two of these. Con¬ 
sidering the disadvantages on Nor¬ 
folk of not having a full-size court 
or regulation-size goalposts, the 
Norfolk teams certainly gave the 
North Shore girls a run for their 
money. 

It was a most beneficial tour. 

The host teams were very keen to 
assist as much as possible* and 
gave the Norfolk girls lots of tips 
and hints. 

At the conclusion of the games 
on the Monday evening Bev Rob¬ 
erts, president of the Shore Rovers 
Club, introduced Marion Smith to 
the visiting team. She is one of 
the top New Zealand coaches and 
has written two very interesting 
books on netball. She was able to 
answer any questions the Norfolk 
girls had and explained a few of 
the different techniques which 
were new to the visitors. The trip 



THE ANNUAL "SHOW" is upon us 
once again. 

The year has gone so fast - or 
so it seems to me - so once again 
a reminder of a few hints for those 
exhibiting. 

Firstly, for items yith hollow or 
milky stems, scald the ends, or 
burn them. I prefer scalded - then 
plunge "up to their necks" in cold 
water for a time, two to three hours 
if possible. 

Roses - cut early morning, split 
stems for about 1/2 Inch, hold in 
hot (not boiling) water, then put 
in cold water. 

Sweet Peas - benefit from a little 
sugar in their water. 

Clads - should be cut mid-morn- 


created a good deal of interest a- 
mongst die North Shore girls aod 
1 think we can expect at least one 
team, if not more, to visit here 
next year. 

Oh, dear, it seems that most of 
the news this month has concerned 
the womenfolk, and l*m about to 
tell you of another "ladies only" 
do. This was a casserole dinner 
and manequin parade, again held 
at Banyan Park on the 16th. Al¬ 
though it wasn't exclusively women. 
There were about four men in die 
audience - and one male model, 
Eddie Lloyd! Many people had 
helped, and the evening was a 
success. Roddy Buffett had organ¬ 
ised a terrific system of spotlights 
for the catwalk, and Paul Cope 
and Leigh Coles worked hard to 
get the sound system and music 
just right. 

The evening commenced with a 
casserole dinner, smorgasbord - 
style. Then followed the parade. 
Most of the fashion houses on the 
Island co-operated most willingly, 
and the Wives and Mothers had 
provided a varied, very fashion¬ 
able array of summer clothes. 

Kim Aafjes and Kerry Robinson 
opened the parade in a lively disco 
dance which set the mood for die 
evening. Other models were Fen- 
ella Evans, Corinne Grube, Ann 
Buffett, Joyce Custance, Norma 
Inglis, Marilyn Hayes and Yvonne 
Vaga. Sylvia Ryves did a ffeme.. 
dous job as the compere. After the 
parade a welcome cup of coffee 
and a slice of cake rounded off the 
evening. 


ing and left out of water for two 
hours at least before placing diem 
in cold water. This is known as 
"curing". 

Carnations - Cut early morning. 
Place in water in cool, out of sun. 
A little epsom salts in water does 
help. 

It's time to spray grapes, to pre¬ 
vent mildew. Use wettable sul¬ 
phur, for preference; this is also 
safe for use on cucumber melons 
etc. It has a two-fold effect on 
roses and gerberas, killing mites, 
etc. 

Many shrubs are making new 
leaves after twice being wind - 
burned this winter. A little help 
for them, by manuring, will be 
very beneficial. 

Plant radishes or lettuce in 
ground that has just had potatoes 
lifted as the last crop. Beans are 
also a good follow-on crop after 
potatoes. 
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EDITORIAL 


DE-COLONISATION FOR NORFOLK? WE* LL KNOW SOON. 


HON. R. J. ELLICOTT, the Australian Cabinet Minister 
responsible for administering Norfolk Island, is expected 
to visit the Island this month. It is hoped that he will 
bring with him the draft for an Australian law to estab¬ 
lish a new form of government here. 

Norfolk Island is a colony of Australia. It has been 
since democratic self-government was illicitly taken away 
from the people of the Island in 1896. 

The government of Norfolk is founded on an extra¬ 
ordinary 19th-Century notion which is now discredited 
throughout the world. This notion is that • because of 
certain Orders-in-Council, or certain High Court decis¬ 
ions, or certain Acts of Parliament - the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment actually has the right to say to the people of Nor¬ 
folk Island, "We make the laws for you. We do not need 
your consent. We may make whatever laws we think fit. 
Obey them, or be punished. You have no right to say how 
you will be governed, or by whom. That is our right." 

It is hard to believe that Australia would actually 
claim and exercise such a right in this day and age, but 
it does. 

Will the draft law discard this antiquated idea? Does 
Australia now intend to de-colonise Norfolk Island? We 
will be able to tell at once by reading the draft. 

For 82 years the people of the Island have chafed and 
struggled to regain self-government of the Island's own 
internal affairs. Their wish, expressed again and again 
over the years, is simple. They want to elect the people 
who make local laws, raise local revenues, and spend the 
money that is raised here. They want a government auth¬ 
orised by democratic process, not a government claiming 
it has received authority from other sources. 

Six times during those 82 years authorities in Australia 
have established local bodies that have created some illus¬ 
ion of democratic government on Norfolk. In 1896, a 
Council of Elders. In 1903, an "Executive Council”. In 
1913, a "new and enlarged Executive Council”. In 1935, 
an Advisory Council. In 1957, The Norfolk Island Coun¬ 
cil. In 1963, a new form of The Norfolk Island Council. 
But through them all Australia held to the assertion that 
it had the only real right to govern, and made such laws 
as it thought fit for Norfolk, whether the people consent¬ 
ed or not. All six bodies were illusions. They function¬ 
ed poorly. They lasted an average of only 13 years and 
8 months each and were then dropped by Australia. The 
people wanted the real thing, not an illusion. Anyone 
can tell the difference. The real thing works. An illus¬ 
ion does not, and the chafing and struggle begin again 
before very long. 

The new draft law will tell us whether the proposed 
Norfolk Island Assembly will be the real thing, or just 
a new illusion. 

A 

In the law by which Norfolk is governed now, it is 
stated that "There shall be an Administrator of the Ter¬ 


ritory, who shall administer the government of the Ter¬ 
ritory on behalf of the Commonwealth." If the new draft 
law contains such an assertion that the ultimate right to 
govern Norfolk Island still belongs to the Commonwealth, 
regardless of the consent of the people who are governed, 
any local body set up in the law will be an illusion. Gov¬ 
ernment without consent will be perpetuated. Norfolk Isl¬ 
and will remain a colony of Australia. 

If that proves to be the case, the elected representa¬ 
tives of the people of Norfolk - the eight elected Council¬ 
lors - should not deceive themselves or their electors about 
it. They should not try to persuade themselves or the Isl¬ 
and that Norfolk will be seventh-time-lucky, or that this 
time, somehow, an illusion will work. 

Here is how the New Zealand Act of 1974, granting 
self-government to Niue - population 4,000 - begins. 

"1. This Act may be cited as the Niue Constitution 
Act. The Act shall come into force on a date to be ap¬ 
pointed for the commencement thereof by the Governor- 
General, by Proclamation. 2. This Act shall extend to 
Niue as part of the law of Niue. 3. Niue shall be self- 
governing." That is what the real thing sounds like. New 
Zealand ceased claiming that it had the right to make the 
island's laws, although it retained power in specified ar¬ 
eas, external affairs and defence, and provided for broad, 
continuing co-operation with Niue. 

A 

There are reasons for being optimistic about what Nor¬ 
folk's draft law will say. 

Colonies have become offensive in the world's sight, 
and it is hard to imagine that Australia would let itself be 
seen insisting that colonial control must be freshly re¬ 
asserted here. 

On a more practical level it is in Australia's self-int¬ 
erest that a stable, satisfactory bond be established between 
Norfolk and the Commonwealth. The relationship between 
the Island and mainland authorities has been difficult (and 
periodically angry and near-explosive) ever since 1896. It 
is time this relationship was put right. History has shown 
six times that this can't be done with illusions. A workable 
resolution will require authentic democracy. 

To de-colonise Norfolk and establish authentic democ¬ 
racy here, Australia's new law will need to formally and 
permanently end the outmoded claim that Australia pos¬ 
sesses a right to make the laws of Norfolk Island without 
the consent of those governed. 

If Australia is prepared to bury that claim, the draft 
law will make it clear in plain words. If it does not, Nor¬ 
folk's struggle will go on; not because the Uland is cantank¬ 
erous, or ungrateful, or unreasonable, but simply because 
human nature will go on asserting itself, in each genera¬ 
tion. Adults need to manage their own affairs. They can 
not be expected ever to have a peaceable relationship with 
someone who claims the right to govern them without their 
consent. 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

| IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • R E TAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLA NDER (AUST. ) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SO Cl ET E MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N. Z. ) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators. hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUT TER1N GS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 




























